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Oriya Cultural and Welfare Association (OCWA)
is 2 voluntary organization incepted in the year 1992,
formally incorporated on 31" October 2005 under
the 'Societies Registration Act, 1860", dedicated to
the pursuit of excellence in the promotion and
propagation of Odia culture in Delhi and NCR
through socio-cultural events and developmental
acivities.

We work with wide range of professionals from all
walks of life to upkeep the culture of Qdisha in terms
ofliterature, arts & crafts and contemporary life.

Our Misson:

To preserve, perpetuate and promote the odia culture
and communities with a mission statement-

"Eha mang, Eka Prana
Eka Pranta, Eka Chinha,

Which means getting Odiyas together”
Our Vision :

To promote, team spirit, transparency and building
trust among our fellow Odias.

With the stated mission and vision, we have been
successful in reaching out to our youth and several of
thzm have come forward to become active members
ofthe OCWA society.




The forum Is very active throughout the year with various kind of activities which kring together Odias from all
aspects of life. Some of the activities undertaken are:

a

Q

O

Celebrating Sri Ganesh Puja on Ganesh Chaturthi. We (OCWA) host a gathering of large number of people
and serve ethnic odia culinary to all invitees, participants and members everyyear.

Publishing "Utkal Gauraba", an odia magazine from Mew Delhi. What best could be to promote the Odia
language otherthan to publish and distribute the ma gazine to allmembers and non-members,

Blood Donation Camps are organized every year in association with Indian Red Cross Society.
Health Camps are also organized time and again to spreadthe awareness amongst the people.

OCWA does not lack behind in contributing towards the upliftment of the children of lower income group
Odia peoplein Deihi. Time and again, we distribute study materials to needy children.

OCWA organizes picnics and get-together on the occasion of Odia festivals to stre ngthen the bond amongst
the associated family members.

Forthcoming Objective :

The OCWA members realize the need to awaken the spirits of Odia people and simultaneously understand the
utmost hecessity to keep alive the pdia lingo.

With this noble thought in mind and zeal at heart, the DCWA members aspire to establish a library and cultural

center which will help in its own way to contribute towards the up-keep of Odia language, culture, heritage and
literature.

The main purpose of setting up the library is to help the interested children to learn and grasp the culture and
language of Odisha during their leisure and vacation period and to provide Odia literature, fiction, and Qdia
newspaper to all strata of the Odia fraternity.
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91-674-2536111

Telephone | 91 74.2536222
Fax {91-674-2536582
CRISSA ESTATE
. E-mail : govodisha@nic.in
Murlidhar C. Bhandare Website : www.rajbhavanadihsa.gov.in
Governor, Odisha RAJBHAVAN

BHUBANESWAR-751008
February 11, 2013

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association (OCWA),
New Delhi is bringing out the 7" edition of its souvenir "Utkal Gauraba"
shaortly.

Cutturally, Odisha is undoubtedly the most vibrant state in the country,
Odia organizations working outside Odisha are instrumental in letting people
know the beauty and splendour of the state. Itis heartening that OCWA has
been involved in promoting art and culture of Odisha and also engaged in
various charitable activities and its Ganesh Chaturhi celebrations for last 20
years has been given Odias much to rejoice with festive spirit and further
strengthen relations among each other. | am sure it will continue its good
work indays ahead playingits role with perfection.

twish the seminar and publication all success.

- S Ay

(Murlidhar C. Bhandare)




(0674) : 2531100 (Off.)
Telephone (0674) : 2561099 (Res.)

Fax (0674} ; 2535100 (Off.)
(0674) : 2590833 (Res.)
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i DRISSA ESTATE
E-mail : cmo@ori nic.in
NAVEEN PATNAIK
CHIEF MINISTER, ORISSA D.0. No. : 1653
BHUBANESWAR
Date : 03-11-2012
MESSAGE

lamglad to know that Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association, New Delhiis
going to bring outthe 7" edition of its souvenir "Utkal Gauraba” shortly.

| convey my best wishes to all the members of the Association and wish

the publication ali success.

1

(NAVEEN PATNAIK)




B * Govl. of Nationai Capital Territary of Delrj
! Delhi Sacretarat, |F. Estate
o New Delhi-110113
- a1 Fhone : 23322020, 23382030
'_-::_.‘.-'-’ Fax ; 23332111
'Erﬁ L0 No. : 030CMIM3e
Dated - 11/04/2013
Sheila Dikshit
Chief Minister

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure o know that Oriya Cultural &
Welfare Association is bringing out the 7th edition of its souvenir
"Utkal Gauraba" .

The efforts made by the Association in inculcating Odiya
culture & tradition amongst the Odiya persons living in the Capital
are praiseworthy. I am sure that the Association would continue to
strive hard to achieve its aims & objects with same mission and zeal.

I extend my best wishes for the sucess of the Association and

its forthcoming publicationall sucess.

Dhoa Dy

(Sheila Dikshit)
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(Executive Bndy)

The Govering Body is an excellent blend of intellect, maturity, youth and vigour. The 8ody consists of
people fromallwalks of life from professionals to selfemployed.

President: Mr. Bijay K Mohanty, is one of the founding members of OCWA, nurtured this forum with his
sincere accumenship, guidance, advises. He is from 5teel City Rourkela and a Master in Business
Administration.

Vice President: Mr. Banoj Pradhan, a Company Secretary by Profession, looking after liasioning works
and hails from Anugul.

Secretary: Mr. 5andipta Rout, a MTA from Aligarh Muslim University and is working as a 5r. Manager with
a tourism company with specialisation in Tourism trade and looking after promotional activities. He is
from Rourkela.

It. Secretary: Mr. Prakash Prusty, a Company Secretary by Profession, co-ordinates & arranges the
organizational activities. He is from Keonjhar.

Treasurer: Mr. Prasanta Das, a Graduate from |spat College, Rourkela and takes care of cash and funds
management.

Executive Members:

Mr. Sanjay Bal from Baleswar is in charge of developmental & promotional activities. He Is an ICWA by
Profession & working with a Public Sector Undertaking.

Mr. Pradeepta Bhuyan — takes care of cultural activities of the forum and is a Graduate fraom Utkal
University,

Mr. Ranjan Biswal from Dhenkanal, a self employed professional also takes care of developmental
activitiesandis a Graduate from Utkal University.

Convenors:
Or. Sananta Sahoo from Rourkela, a Laparoscopic Surgeon, is a great team builder and motivator.

Dr. Anil Goel, from Keshinga is 2 Pediatric Emergency Expert and an Associate Professor in a Govt
Mediacal College, Sohna, Harvana.

Mr. Ajay Mohanty is an entrepreneur and a graduate from Ispat College, Rourkela. He is always present
with his active participation for all programs and events of OCWA.




THROUGH HUMANITY TO PEACE

g  Judian Red Urozs Society e

(CONSTITUTED UNDER ACT XV OF 1920)

ATelefax: 91-11-23717454 Headguarters;
Phones: [PBX Lines)23716441, 42, 43 1, RED CROSS ROAD

Website: indianredcross.org NEW DELHI-110 001
M/12012/4/13-88 1781 Dated: 26" April, 2013

fir.Bijay Mohanty

President

Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association
BD-11, Janakpuri

Mew Delhi-110058.

Dear Sir,
We thank you for your generous cooperation in permitting us to collect blood from the voluntary bloed donors of
your arganization, it shall help a lot towards the success of the Indian Red Cross Society Blocd Bank in saving many

precious human lives.

This great humanitarian service cannot be carried on without the active cooperation and selfless spirit shown by
voluntary blood donors and voluntary workers. We hope in future you shall continue encouraging us.

Enclosed, herewith a copyof the list of 59 donors who donated their blood on 24.02.2013.
Thanking you,

Yours sincerely

{DrVanshree Singh)
Director, Blood Bank
Indian Red Cross Society




THROUGH HUMANITY TO PEACE

g Jmdian Red Cross Society

{CONSTITUTED UNDER ACT XV OF 1920)

Blood Donation Camp in association with Indian Red Cross Society
held at South Patel Nagar, New Delhi on 24.02.2013

5.No.| Name of Donors Contact No. 5. No. Name of Donors Contact No.
1 Ranjan Biswal 9818113778 31 Neeraj Kumar 8285093239
2 Pradeepta Bhuyan 9868357661 32 Biswakeshan Ray 9872630550
3 Santosh Kumar Sahoo 9582425958 33 Ajay Mohanty 9810973244
4 Madan Pattnaik 8743824992 34 Dinabandhu Palai 9555370052
5 Sanjay Bal 9650994545 35 Rajeev Kumar Singh 9711089950
6 Sanjay Sen 9650994538 36 Surajit Pattanaik 94310089884
7 Raju 9810726458 37 Ratan Mandal 9953179250
8 Prasanta Kumar Das 98GB090272 38 Hrudaya Ranjan Bhuyan 9968783777
9 Praveen Biswal 999777712 33 Sushant Kumar Das 9810155927
10 Pragnyajit lena 9871524722 40 Ajit Kumar Barek 9868071103
11 Krishan Kumar 9311429611 41 Ashok Kumar 9818903099
12 Vishnu Pratap Singh 9899979142 42 Manish Kumar 9873778397
13 Sanjay Singh 9990073717 43 Prabhat Kishore Bhuyan 5968783788
14 Krishina Kumar 8453060091 44 Gunanidhl Sahoo 9R6E6159495
15 Sandeep Kumar Subudhi 9711275978 45 Mohd.Firoz EBDDEGEEZ51
16 Dimple Virmani 25846099 45 Rajesh Swain BEB0557984
17 Arvind Kumar 9213114057 47 Bimal Prasad Samal 9711474640
18 Maveen Sharma 98715089525 AR Manoranjan Shah £130753313
19 Ashok Bansal 9811602106 49 Loknath Sahoo 9654335639
20 Biswaijit Das 7838344468 50 Gopa Bandhu Palai 7503087301
21 sanjay Kumnar 9582146450 51 Sunil Kumar Jain 9899196390
22 Ayaskant Das 9560512224 52 Ashok Kurmar Khurana 9810162559
23 Ravi Shankar Shar!-na 9310675151 53 Dhirendra Kumar Dhiraj 09312154742
24 Harpreet Matharu 0871429424 54 Jitendra Sahu 9899124290
25 Pradeep Sahoo 9811352735 55 Dinesh Goel 9871805151
26 Sanjeev Kumar Suman 9212976093 56 Pradeep Parija 9899181369
27 Maheswar Dash 9310801691 57 Sumit Sharma 9811463556
28 Sanjit Mohanty 9871146773 58 Krishan Kumar Mishra 9910238135
9 Satya Prem Mohanty 9971534440 59 Sandipta Rout 9313536043
a0 Amrit Raj Rout B2B7075968
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(FRANCHISE : BLAZEFLASH- PROFESSIONAL — ECS - BLUEDART)

SARASWATI INTERNATIONAL

(INTERNATIONAL COURIERS AND CARGO- DHL - TNT - UPS - FEDEX - ARAMEX)

JAGANNATH HOTEL

(BREAKFAST — LUNCH - DINNER - VEG.- NON VEG. & OUTDOOR CATERING)

REGD. OFFICE :
A-33, DDA FLATS, NEW RANJIT NAGAR, OPP. SATYAM CINEMA, NEW DELHI - 110008
Ph. : +91 11 25895237, 256804478
Mob. ; +91 9810973244, 9868089979
Email Id : saraswati_int{@yahoo.co.in; ajaymohanty1970@yahoo.com
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Short biography of Fakir Mohan Senapati

‘The name of Fakir Mohan Senapati shines in the history of
Odia literature. Fakir Mohan Senapati
was born in Mallikashpur of Balasore in
lanuary 1B43, His father's name was
Lakshman Charan who died of cholera at
Bhubaneswar at a very early age. Fakir
Mahan's mother Tulasi Dei died a few
months after Lakshmana's death. At
that time Fakir Mohan was only a year
and five months old. His widow grandmather Kuchila Dei
looked afterhim.

Fakir Mohan's uncle Purusottam Senapati was a very jealous
person. He did not allow Fakir Mohan to study. Fakir Mohan
was a sick boy. He began his early education guite late. He
began learning alphabet after the age of nine. He worked in
the teacher's house as he could not pay his fees, His desire
for knowledge was insatiable, He learnt Parsian. In his
childhood he also worked as a labourer in the port at
Balasore. There he learnt Bengali and Sanskrit.

Fakir Mohan secretly obtained admission in the Mission
School at Barabati of Balasore town. There he studied
history, geography and mathematics. He impressed his
teachers with his talents. But he discontinued his education
there because he became unable to pay only 25 palse per
month as the school fees. At home, he had jealous and
unkind uncle and aunt. 50 home was a hell to him. Fakir
Mohan learnt English through self-labour. He took the help
of a dictionary to read some famous classics such as the
Arabian Nights, Robinson Crusoe, the English Bible, Bengal
Peasant Life by Lai Behari De. Although he started learning
English at the age of 23, his innate brilliance of mind was
recognised even by forelgners.

Fakir Mohan became a teacher in the Mission School at
Barabati, where he was earlier a student for some months
only, As a teacher he was very ideal. He taught geography,
histary and mathematics. He had mastered this important
subject all by himsell. Then he became the Headmaster of
the Christian Mission School. He wrote text books in Odiaan
different subjects. At time Odia students were reading text
books in Bengali, Az 2 proud Odia, he maintained the
prestige of Odisha by writing texi books in Odia,

Fakir Mohan Senapati set up a printing press at Balasore. it
was the second printing press in Odisha. He published twa
journals. One was Bodhadayini and the other was Balascre
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Sambada Bahika. He was the publisher, editor, writer,
printer, distributor and the financier, all in one. He then
sought the assistance of the famous poets Radhanath Ray
and Madhusudan Rao. He wrote the stwories for the
Bodhadayini,

Fakir Mohan became & dewan |administrator) of Athagarh
and later pn at Tekkall in Srikakulum district of Andhra
Pradesh. Fakir Maohan saved QOdia language from extinction.
He happened to teach Odia language to Mr. John Beams who
was the District Collector of Balascre at that time. John
Beams learnt Odia and commented that it is the chief
language of Odisha. Fakir Mohan Senapati wrote many
novels such as Chha Maana Aatha Guntha, Marnu,
Prayaschita, Lachhama etc. He alse wrote many stories such
as Patent Medicing, Dhulia Baba, Lachchmania,
DakaMunshi, Rebatietc. He also wrote an autobiography.
Fakir Mohan Senapati passed awayin 1918, He is considered
the father of Odiashortstory.
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Swabhabkabi Gangadhar Meher

Gangadhar Meher, renowned Odiz poet of 15th century
also known as Swabhab Kavi, was a
literary Midas, who transformed
everything into gold by the alchemic
touch of his genius. He was a born post
of delicate charm. His was a clean white
style. His poem Bhakt! (The Devotion)
bears eloquent testimony to the change
in religious outlook. He was essentially a
poet of intultion and side by side he had a penetrating
insight. Thaugh poor In wealth and education, he was very
rich in mind and culture, \n almost all his writings there is a
glimpse of originality.

Chiléhood

Gangadhar was bornin 1862 an the full moon day of Shravan
at Barpall of present day Bargarh district of Odisha.
ChaitanyaMeher was working as a village Vaidya |Ayurvedic
doctor) besides his family profession of weaving. But as he
could not maintain his family with the income of these
works, he opened a village school and began to teach a few
children. Gangadhar Meher could read up to the Middle
Vernacular Standard hurdling over diverse disadvantages,
and his excessive desire for reading one day dragged him to
the field of writing poems.

As 3 young boy, he heard the Odia Ramayan composed by
Balaram Das and afterwards he himself read it as well as the
Odia Mahabharata by Sarala Das. He also read and mastered
a great number of Sanskrit books: of which 'Raghubansam’,
deserve mention. He had proficiency in Hindi and Bengali.
TulsiRamayan in Hindi used to be held by him in great
respect. He used to read Bengall magazines and
newspapers. Gangadhar, In his student life, read Sanskrit,

Gangadhar got himself married at the age of 10. As his
father's pecuniary condition was nat satisfactory,
Gangadhar used to go to school in the morning and help his
father in weaving in the afternoon. The poet's weaving was
as attractive and beautiful as his poetry, For his clear and
beautiful hand writing people used to visit him for writing
their documents. The pecunfary condition of the famiiy
improved 2 bit due to his hard labour when to the
misfortune of the family, the ancestral house caught fire,

Career

The then Zamindar of Barpali, LalNruparaj Singh offered him
the post of an Amin (Patwarl). Coming to learn of amicable
behavicurs and good virtues of Gangadhar, the Zamindar
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promoted him to the past of a Moharir, He continued to
serve [n the said post and was transferred to Sambalpur,
Bljepur and Padmapur and at last transferred to him own
native place Barpalion asalary of Rs, 30/- P\,

The post was very liberal and magnanimous in his social life.
During the last age of his life, the poet organized an All
Odisha Social Conference of Mehers with a view to uplifting
the entire weaver society, Nearly three thousand Mehers
from different parts of Odisha assembled in the Conference.
The poet put up twelve proposals for the reform of the
societyand allwere passed unanimausly,

Literary career

Gangadhar started composing poems from a very tender
age. His first writings follow the style and technigue of the
ancient Odia writers. His flrst Kavya (poetic work) was "Rasa-
Ratnakarz®. Then being persuaded by some friends he
changed his ways and wrote poems and kavyas in the
modern Odia style. KabibarRadhanath Ray praised his
writing very much. Then Gangadhar Meher produced
Innumerable writings that have no paraliel in point of sweet
imaginativeness, in beauty and darity of language, in the
novelty of style, in point of forceful character painting and in
the |ively description of nature from different angels of
vision. His writings are like precious jewels in the store room
of Utkal Bharati {Odla language).
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The Odia leaders are to be credited for their splendid effort
of being able ta carry on with the nationalistic struggle of
Independence along with the struggle for Odia domain at
the same time while keeping them separate from each
other. By the First World War, anarchical philosophies had
taken root in Odisha. in the town of Baleshwar and in the
Kaptipada forest areas in Mayurbhanj district, the Bengal

“territories with the active assistance of Odia inhabitants

worked for anti-Government activities in 3 daring spirit,
Hardiine leaders like latin Mukherji alias Bagha latin,
Manoranjan Sen gupta, Nirendra Das gupta, Shasanka
sekhar Mukherji, Atal Behari Acharya and Bairagi Tripathy
were responsible for carrying on successive operations
against the gavernment,

By the end of the first wold war, Utkalmani Pandit
Gopabandhu Das had taken on the role of promoting the
Congress Movement in Odisha along with a group of young
patriots .They were responsible for carrying in the spirit of
the struggle to the peopie at large. Among them were men
like Harekrushna Mahtab, Gopabandhu Choudhury,
Nabakrushna Choudhury, BagirathiMahapatra, lagabandhu
singh, Mukunda Prasad Das, Mityananda Kanungo,
Jadumani Mangara], Niranjan Patnaik, Dibakar Patnaik,
Chandra Sekhar Behera, Nanda Kishore Das, Raj Krushna
fose and others. Pandit Gopahandhu Das was later elected
as the President of the Utkal Provincial Congress Committee,
Gandhiji gave on the call for the Non-Co-pperation
Mavement and subsequently toured Odisha in March 1921,
There was a huge response to his call from zll sections of the
people, Though the Mahatma visited a few places only, the
message touched the hearts of the rural mass as well a5 the
elita of Odisha. Visit of other nationalistic [eaders like C.
Rajagopalachari, Maotital Nehru, Subhash Chandra Bose,
among others, in 1922, gave a further impetus to the
national movement in Odisha.

The struggle was taken to new levels in Western Ddisha and
Sambalpur by leaders like Laxminarayan Misra, Mahabir
Singh, Bhagirathi Patnaik, Ghanashyam Panigrahi,
Achyutananda Purohit and others. Leadars like Kastaram
Ganda were successful in airing the views of the suppressed
agrarian class.The most important feature of freedom
struggle in Odisha was the involvement of people
downtrodden. In places like Kanika, the movement took the
form of agrarian uprising of the peasantry. Unlike the rest of
the country where it was basically a movement by the
educated middle ciass, freedom struggle in Odisha rested on
a popular base drawing in a large number of economically
deprived pecple.

Gandhi's call for the Civil Disobedience Movernent in 1930
arcused the entire nation and COdisha came forward for the
most vigorous strugg'e of independence. Bresking of Salt
Law which bacame the symbolic feature of the
disobedience. Odisha's lung coastal belt was ance a thriving
region for salt productlon, However the Britishers had
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Freedom movement in Odisha

completely destroyed the industry by enacting special laws.
People thus took to breaking of salt law with vigour. At
inchudi in Baleshwar district, 5alt Satyagraha under
Surendra Natha Das became only second to Gandhi's
Satyagraha in Gujarat in importance and impact. Other
notable places that attracted government ire for breaking
calt law included Kujang in Cuttack district, Kuhudi,
Singeshwar and Latra in Puri district; and Huma in Ganjam
district {at that time in Madras Presidency} . 5mt, Rama Devi,
Smt. Maiati Choudhury, Acharya Harihar Das, Gopabandhu
Chaudhury, Atal Bihari Acharya, Govind Misra, Raj Krushna
Bose, Smt. Sarala Devi, Smt. Annapurna Devi, Narayan
Birabar Samanta, Birakishare Das, Lakshmi Narayan Misra,
smt. Binapani Devi, and Surendra Nath Patnaik, amang
many others, hecame the leading spirits of the Civil
Disobedience Movement.

Apart from these nationalistic uprisings in Odisha proper,
there were revolutions elsewhere in the Princely states or
the Garhlat satates. There were five such rislngs in Bamra,
(Bamanda) three in Talcher, one in Mayuribhan|, one in
Ohenkanal, and one in Nilagir, besides a dangerous rising of
the Kondha in Dashapaila during the period above
mentioned. It is with much brutality, that the respactive
authoritiescould manage to restore order in thelr areas.
Uprisings in Garhjat Prajam andals

Odia people residing in the Garhjat areas wera leading a life
of constant oppression. Popular demacratic movement,
thus started taking roots in these areas as well. In 1931 the
Odisha state's People’s Conference was organized at Cuttack
and by 1936-37 this organization proceeded to enguire into
the people’s grievances in the states. The ruling chiefs
vehemently opposed such moves and in some of the states,
they restared to repressive me asures in arder to strike terror
in the minds of the people, 5o that they should not speak
anything against the establishment. These anti-pecple
measures In turn paved path for grganized popular
movements, such as the non-violent satyagraha af the
Nilagiri Prajamandal to secure civil liberty for the people,
resulting in large scale arrests of the Satyagrahis, lathi
charges and firings. In Dhenkanal, in September 1938, the
movement took such serious turn that a gathering of forty
thousand people, agitating with demands, had to be
dispersed with severe police action. It was 2 people's
uprising all over the state, but suppressed by repressive
actions The relentless action of the armed forces forced
thousands of people to escape from their homes while
countless houses were destroyed. Revolutionaries like 5ri
Baishnav Charan Patnaik in Dhenekanal, Pabitra Mohan
pradhan In Talcher were responsible for keeping th spirit of
independence burning in the hearts of people in their
respective princely states,

in other ex-states like Athagarh, Tigiria, Baramba
[Badambal, Narasinghapur and Mayagarh, the Prajama ndals
lsunched civil resistance movements and offered




Satyagraha to press for the liberation of the people from
antiguated feudal systems. A remarkable feature of all these
Prajiamandal movements was that side by side with their
political aspects, the peaple were moved to action for
economic and 2grarian reasons. It was the peasantry
everywhere which spearheaded the movements, And
everywhere the people were dealt with so brutal treatment
that led to incalculable loss of life and property. in Ranpur,
for example the stayagraha was dealt in with such severity
that the British Political agent Major Bazelgette in fanuary
1939 was brutally murdered by the people. Thisincident was
fellowed by extreme police and milltary action and a virtual
reign of terror in the region that farced thousands of people
toescape forlife.

The serious nature of the Odisha State People's agitation
drew the attention of the Indjan leaders, and eminent
persons like Rajendra Prasad, C.F. Andrews, Agatha
Harrison, N.G. Ranga and Hare Krushna Mehtab set
themselves to bring about conclliation between the ruling
chiefs and their agitating people. Mahatma Gandhi took up
the matter himself. He advised the peeple to suspend the
Satyagraha and advised the authorities ta find out ways and
means for a constitutional settlement,

Cdisha: From 1942 to 1947

During the Quit india Movement in August 1942, Odisha
shot into prominence with uprisings led by people in the
absence of its |eaders who had been arrested and put in jail.
At many such places, the British administration almost
vanished for sometime. It was during this time that the
famaus massacre of Eram in the district of Baleshwar took
place. [twas here that the largest number of people died ina
single police action as compared to any such action in whole
of India. Eram also proved how the revolution in Odisha was
an affair of the poor and common people in far-away villages
who required no leadership to rise, but possessed a
spantaneous will to take part in revolution. Similarly in the
district of Koraput, the revolution was carrled on under the
leadership of Lakshman Nayak. He had taken the revolution
to the grass root level and the tribal inhabitants had risen
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spectacularly in defiance of the British rule. At a place
named Maathili several people fell victim to the polica firing
and Nayak was injured, arrested and subsequently hanged
to death,

The end of the World War in 1945, brought in 2 new
government in the Great Britain headed by Sir Richard
clement Atlee \He was quick to realize the realities of the
Indian situstion and decided to liquidate power |n the
subcontinent. General elections were held to Indian
Legistatures in 1946, |n Odisha, the Congress Party won 47
seats out of 60 seats and formed its ministry under the
leadership of Harekrushna Mahtab. The other ministers of
the Mahtab Cabinet were Nabakrushna Choudhury, Pandit
Lingara] Misra, Nityananda Kanungo and Radhakrushna
Biswasroy. With the independence In August 1947 the issue
of the merger of the states was taken up immediately for
which the grounds had lang been prepared by the Praja
Mandal Movements. The leaders of Odisha and of India
could not have allowed the princely chiefs to continue to
rule as before. Hare Krushna Mahtab, therefore, took the
initiative for the merger of the states without any further
delay. The unrest in the ex-state of Nilagiri forcec him to
intervena and the ex-state was merged with Odisha in
MNovember 1947, This alarmed the other rules while it
encouraged the people te stand up boldly for their political
emancipation. The developing crisis made the central
Intervention imperative, and Sardar Vallabhabhai Patel
came to Odisha In December 1947, His statesmanship and
strength bore result when all the princely states, except
Mayurbhanj, signed the agreement handing over the
administration of their states to the Government of India in
perpetuity. The princely states, thus, except Mayurbhan],
were amalgamated with Odisha with effect from 1 st
January, 1948, Mayurbhan], too, was merged with Odisha a
year later. However, the two Odia-speaking ex-states of
Seraikela and Kharsawan were placed under Bihar in spite of
strong resentment from the entire Odia-speaking
populatian.
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The histary of Odia Litersture has been mapped by
historians along the following stages, Old Odia (200-1300
CE}, Early Middle Odia (1300-1500 CE), Middle Odia (1500-
1700 CE}, Late Middle Odia {1700 CE-1850 CE} and Madern
Odia (from 1850 CE till the present). But this rude
categorization could not skillfully draw the real picture on
account of development and growth of Odia Literature,
Here, we split the total periods in different stages such as:
Age of Charya Utersture, Age of Sarala Das, Age of
Panchasakha, Age of Upendra Bhanja, Age of Radhanath,
Age of Satysbadi, Age of Marxism or Pragatiyuga, Age of
Romanticismor 5abuja Yuga, Post Independent Age.

The beginnings of Ddia postry coincide with the
development of Charya 5ahitya, the literature thus started
by Mahayana Buddhist poets. This literature was writtenina
specific memphor named "Sandhya Bhasha® and the poets
like Luipa, Kanhupa are from the territory of Odisha.The
language of Charya was considered as Prakrita.

The first great poet of Odisha is the famous Sarala Das who
wrote the Mahabharats, not an exact translation from the
Sanskrit original, but a full-blown independent work. 5arala
Mahabharat has 152000 verses compared to 100000 in the
Sanskrit version. Among many of his poems and epics, he is
best remembered for his Sarsla Mahabharata. Chandi
Burana and the Vilanks Ramayana are also two of hisfamous
creations. Arjuna Das, a contemporary to Sarala Das, wrote
Rama-Bioha, asignificant leng poem in Odia,

Towards the 158™ century, five poets emerged, though there
are hundreds year gap in between them, But they are known
a5 Panchashakhas as they belleved in the same school of
thought, Utkaliya Vaishnavism. The poets are: Balaram Das,
fagannath Das, Achyutananada Das, Ananta Das and
Jasabanta Das. The Panchasakhas are very much Vaishnavas
by thaught: in 1509, Chaitanya, an Odia devotee of Vishnu
whase grandfather Madhukar Mishra had emigrated to
Bergal, came to Odisha with his Vaishnava message of love.
Before him Jayadeva, one of the foremost compuosers in
Sanskrit, had prepared the ground by heralding the cult of
\Vaishnavism through his Gita Govinda. Chaitanya's path of
devation was known as Raganuga Bhakti Marga, but the
Fanchasakhas differed from Chaitanyas and believed in
Gyana Mishra Bhakt! Marga, which has similarities with the
Buddhist philosophy of Charya Lterature stated above. At
the end of age of Panchasakha, the prominent paets are
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Odia Literature

Dinakrushna Das, Upendra Bhanja and Abhimanyu Samanta
simhar. Verbal jugglery, obscenity and eroticism as the
characteristics of Shringara Kavyas, became the trend of this
period to which Upendra Bhanja took a leading role. His
ereatians were Baidehisha Bitasa, Koti Brahmanda Sundari,
Lavanyabati were proved landmark in Odia Literature,
Upendra Bhanja was conferred with the title Kabi Samrat of
Odia literature for the aesthetic poetic sense and verbal
jugelery proficlency. Dinakrushna Das's Rasokallola and
Aphimanyu Samanta Simhara's Bidagdha Chintamani are
prominent kavyasof this time.

The first Odia printing typeset was cast in 1836 by the
Christian missionaries which heralded a great revolution in
Odia literature, instead of palm leaf inscription. The books
were being printed and the periodicals and Journals were
published. The first Odia Magazine of Bodha Dayini was
published from Balasore in 1861. The main object of this
magazine was to promote Odia literature and to draw
attentlon to the lapses in government policy. The first Odia
paper, The Utkal Deepika made its appearance in 1866
under the editorship of iate Gouri Sankar Ray with the help
of lata Bichitrananda. The publication of these papers during
the last part of the 19” century encouraged the modern
literature and acted as a media to provide a wide readers
range for the writers, The educated intellectuals came In
contact with the Engiish Literature and got influenced.
Radhanath Ray (1849—1908] is the prime figure, whao tried to
write his poems with the influence of Western Literature. He
wrote Chandrabhaga, Nandikeshwari, Usha, Mahajatra,
Darbar and Chilika were the long poems or Kavyas. Fakir
Maohan Senapati (1843—1918), the prime figure of madern
Ddia Fiction Prose Is the product of that generation. He was
considered the Vyasakabi or founder poet of Odia language.
Fakir Mohan Senapati is well known for his novel Chha
Mazna Atha Guntha. it is the first Indian novel to deal with
the exploitations of landless peasants by the Feudal Lords. It
was written much befare the Octaber revalution of Russia or
much before the emerging of marxist ideas in india.

With rise of freedom mavement, 2 literary thought em erged
with the influence of Gandhiji, and idealistic trend of
nationalism formed as a new trend in Odia Literature. Much
respected personality of Odishan culture and history,
Utkalman! Gopabandhu Dash (1877-1528) had founded a
school at 2 village Satyabadi near Sakshigopa! of Odisha and




anidealistic literary movement influenced the writers of this
age. Godabarisha Mohapatra, Kuntala-Kumari Sabat are the
other renowned names ofthis age.

With the emergence of soviet Russia in 1925, Communist
party was formed In Odisha and a pericdicals named
Adhunika was published by the party. Bhagawat! Charan
Panigrahl and Sachidananda Routray were the founder
member and writer/poets of the party. Bh agawati turned to
a fiction writer and though Sachidananda Routray (who is
more known as "Sachi Routra” or Sachi Babu) has written
some of the short stories but was actually remembered far
his poems. Influenced by the romantic thoughts of
Rabindranath Tagore, during the thirties when the
progressive marxian movements were in full flaw in Odia
Literature, Kalindi Charan Panigrahi, the brather of
Bhagabati Charan Panigrahi, the founder of Marxian Trendin
Odisha, farmed a group during 1920 called Sabuja Samiti,
Mayadhar Mansingh was a renawned poet of that time
though he was considered as a romantic poet, but he kept
the distance away from the influence of Rabindranath
Tagore successfully. As the successor of Sachibabu, two
poets Guruprasad Mohanty {popularly known as Guru
Prasad) (1924-2004) and Bhanuji Rao came with T. 5. Eliot
and published their co-suthored poetry book Nutan Kabita.
Later, RamakantaRath modified the |deas. Sitakanta
Mohapatra, Soubhagya Kumar Mishra, Rajendra Kishore
Panda, Brajanath Rath, layanta Mahapatra, Kamalakant
-enka, |. P Das, Brahmotri Mohanty, Mamata Dash,
Amaresh Patnaik, Hrushikesh Mallick, Sunil Kumar Prusty,
sucheta Mishra, AparnaMohanty, Pritidhara Samal,
Jasudev Sunani, Gajanan Mishra, Bharat Majhi are some
woets of this cantemporary age. [n the Post-Indepandence
:ra Odia fiction assumed a new direction. The trend which
‘akir Mohan had started actually developed more after
-950's. Gopinath Mohanty (19 14-1991), Surendra Mohanty
ind Manoj Das (1934- ) are considered asthree fewaels of this
ime. The other significant fiction writers are Chand rasekhar
iath, Shantanu Acharya, Mohapatra Nilamani Sahoo, Rabi
‘atnaik, lagadish Mohanty, Kanheilal Das, Satya Mishra,
-amchandra Behera, Padmaja Pal, Yashodhara Mishra and
arojini Sahoo are few writers whose writings have created a
ew age in the field of fiction. After 1970, the women wing

f Odia writers emerged as a prime voice of feminism.
Jyanti Ratha, Susmita Bagchi, Paramita Satpathy,

irmanmayee Mishra, Chirashree indrasingh, Supriya Panda,
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Gayatri Saraf, Mamata Chowdhry are few fiction writer in
this period. But, among all 1he women writers Sarojini Sahoo
played a significant role for her feministic and sexuality
approach in fiction. For feminism she is considered as the
Simone de Beauvoir of India, though theoretically she
denies the Hegelian theory of "Others" developed by
Simonie in her The Secand Sex. Unlike to Simane, Sarojini
claims the women are "Others" from masculine perspective
but as a human being, she demands for similar right as Plato
recommended.

In the field of drama, the traditional Odia theatre is the folk
opera, or latra, which flourishes in the rural areas of Odisha,
Modern theatre is no longer commercially viable, But in the
1960, experimental theatre made 2 mark through the works
of Manoranjan Das, who pioneered the new theatre
movement with his brand of experimentalism, Bijay Mishra,
Blswajit Das, Kartik Rath, Ramesh Chandra Panigrahi,
Ratnakar Chainl, Ranjit Patnaik continued the tradition.

As a whole, we can say, now days Odia literature is a strong
wing of Indian Literature tu represent in world forum.
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ME AND CUCKOO

The day when we depart

Broke into pieces my heart

| gazed at the lonely tree

standing abandoned in the path, like me...

| was sad in those days
Dreaming of you, my only ray
slowly the sadness fades away

As a Cuckon came in my way.

The Cuckoo builk a nest near my window
Cuckoo occupled same of my time
And my loneliness began 1o decline.
| sat beside the widow

With your thoughts near the chest
Thinking about you, my only ray
Dreaming of our meating day...
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Hours passed and the years

But, didn't dry my nan-stop tears

But the Cuckoo was no more alone

The nest became a homely clone

Then came the saddest day

When the Cuckoo & her lover flew away
Mow the nest was alone

And | was left in my own...

Since that day my sadness increased

And my hope of your arrival decreased

Now the lonely nest laughs at me

Saying “Cuckoo's lover was far better than thee"
ncuckoo's lover was far better than thee”...
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