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Oriya Cultural and Welfare Association (OCWA)
is a voluntary organization incepted in the year 1992,
formally incorporated on 31" October 2005 under
the 'Societies Registration Act, 1860", dedicated to
the pursuit of excellence in the promotion and
propagation of Odia Culture & Language in Delhi
and NCR through socio-cultural events and
developmental activities.

We work with wide range of professionals from all
walks of life to upkeep the culture of Odisha in terms
of literature, arts & crafisand contemporary life.

Our Misson:

To preserve, perpetuate and promote the odia culture
and communities with a mission statement-

"Eka mana, Eka Prana
Eka Pranta, Eka Chinha,

Which means getting Odiyas together”
Our Vision :

To promote, team spirit, transparency and building
trust among our fellow Odias.

With the stated mission and vision, we have been
successful in reaching out to our youth and several of
them have come forward to become active members
of the OCWA society.
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Activities Undertaken

The forum is very active throughout the year with various kind of activities which bring together Odias from all aspects of life. Some
of the activities undertaken are:

Celebrating Sri Ganesh Puja on Ganesh Chaturthi. We (OCWA) host a gathering of large number of people and serve ethnic
edia culinary to all invitees, participants and members every year.

Publishing "Utkal Gauraba®, an odia magazine from New Delhi. What best could be to promote the Odia language other than to
publish and distribute the magazine to ali members and non-members.

Blood Donation Camps are organized every year in association with Indian Red Cross Society.
Health Camps are also organized time and again to spread the awareness amongst the people.

OCWA does not lack behind in contributing towards the uplifiment of the children of lower income group Odia people in
Delhi. Time and again, we distribute study materials to needy children.

OCWA organizes picnics and get-together on the occasion of Qdia festivals to strengthen the bond amongst the associated
family members.

O oCoO0o O O

Forthcoming Objective :
The OCWA members realize the need to awaken the spirits of Odia people and simultaneously understand the utmost necessity to
keep alive the odia lingo.
With this noble theught in mind and zeal at heart, the OCWA members aspire to establish a library and cultural center which will help
in its own way to coniribute towards the up-keep of Odia language, culture, heritage and literature.
The main purpose of setting up the library is to help the interested children to leam and grasp the culture and language of Odisha
during their leisure and vacation period and to provide Odia literature, fiction, and Odia newspaper to all strata of the Odia fratemnity.

Please refer page no. 8 & 9 for certificate u/s 80G of I.T. Act.
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E-mail : cmo@ori.nic.in

Telephone

Fax
ORISSA ESTATE

NAVEEN PATNAIK

CHIEF MINISTER, ORISSA D.O. No. : 1000

BHUBANESWAR
Date : 27-12-2013

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association, New Delhi is

bringing out the 8" edition of its souvenir "Utkal Gauraba" shortly.

| send my best wishes to the members of the Association on this occasion
and wish the publication all success.

S / —_ .
A
(NAVEEN PATNAIK)
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The Govering Body is an excellent blend of intellect, maturity, youth and vigour. The Body consists of
people from all walks oflife from professionals to self employed.

President: Mr. Bijay K Mohanty, is one of the founding members of OCWA, nurtured this forum with his
sincere accumenship, guidance, advises. He is from Steel City Rourkela and a Master in Business
Administration,

Vice President: Mr. Banoj Pradhan, a Company Secretary by Profession, looking after liasioning works
and hails from Anugul.

Secretary: Mr. Sandipta Rout, a MTA from Aligarh Muslim University and is working as a Sr. Manager
with a tourism company with specialisation in Tourism trade and looking after promotional activities. He
is from Rourkela.

Jt. Secretary: Mr. Prakash Prusty, a Company Secretary by Profession, co-ordinates & arranges the
organizational activities. He is from Keonjhar.

Treasurer: Mr. Prasanta Das, a Graduate from Ispat College, Rourkela and takes care of cash and funds
management.

Executive Members:

Mr. Sanjay Bal from Baleswar is in charge of developmental & promotional activities. He is an ICWA by
Profession & working with a Public Sector Undertaking.

Mr. Pradeepta Bhuyan — takes care of cultural activities of the forum and is .a Graduate from Utkal
University.

Mr. Ranjan Biswal from Dhenkanal, a self employed professional also takes care of developmental
activities and is a Graduate from Utkal University.

Convenors:
Dr. Sananta Sahoo from Rourkela, a Laparoscopic Surgeon, is a great team builder and motivator.

Dr. Anil Goel, from Keshinga is a Pediatric Emergency Expert and an Associate Professor in a Govt
Mediacal College, Sohna, Haryana.

Mr. Ajay Mohanty is an entrepreneur and a graduate from Ispat College, Rourkela, He is always present
with his active participation for all programs and events of OCWA.
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Ganesh Festival As part of The soft power of religion,
spirituality and nationalism
Satya Narayana Sahu

The description of Lord Ganesh by Professor Robert Brown
as the Asian God underlines His religious, spiritual, cultural
and artistic significance transcending the boundary of India.
Hailed as the most worshipped and ubiquitous God He is
being revered for ages and there has been a long standing
tradition of celebrating Ganesh Chaturthi. While several
States of our country celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi, the scale,
scope and intensity of such celebrations in Maharashtra are
unique compelling attention and admiration. Participation
of vast masses including Muslims in ceremonies organized
to worship Lord Ganesh on Ganesh Chaturthi in that State is
truly a distinguishing aspect of the religious and cultural
ethos of Maharashtra.

LOKMANYATILAKAND GANESH FESTIVAL

We have had a remarkable tradition of creatively invoking
the spiritual values for the cause of justice, righteousness
and above all for freedom and independence. The name of
Lokmanya Tilak in the context of Ganesh festival has always
been reverentially recalled. 1t was he who gave the
electrifying slogan that “Swaraj is my birth right and I shall
have it” and stirred the whole nation to fight against British
rule. He used the Ganesh festival as a rallying point for
nationalism and independence. The bold and exemplary
use of Ganapati festival by him to mobilise people for the
cause of Swaraj stocd him out in our history as a shining
example of a leader who while committed to religion
promoted the cause of nationalism without in any way
stoking bigotry and intolerance against other faiths. Lord
Ganesh is the only God in the Hindu pantheon whose birth
anniversary and the celebrations woven around it was
masterfully used by Lokmanya Tilak for promoting
nationalism among people and awakening their
consciousness for Swaraj. But why did Tilak choose
Ganapati Festival for advancing the cause of Swaraj? Was it
because he was deeply religious or was it because he wanted
to invest nationalism with religious values so that vast
masses of ordinary people could understand the religious
idiom and get drawn to the struggle for independence? A
deeply religious man and at the same time an ardent
nationalist he had a finer and intelligent understanding of the

decision taken by the British rulers, afier the suppression of
the first war of independence, that they would not meddle
with any issue concerning religion. Taking advantage of it
Tilak felt that if a religious festival centering around Ganesh
Chaturthi was organized and it could be used to spread
among the participants and devotees the lasting values
patriotism, British rulers would not do anything to curb it. It
is entirely due to the efforts of Lokmanya Tilak that India
could take pride in teaching her people the lessons of
nationalism and patriotism by innovative use of religious
festivals. In doing so he was providing a platform to train
people so that they could become nationalists and strive for
our freedom and independence. We have, thus, a legacy of
mobilization of people for secular purposes by meaningfully
using idols and symbols entirely falling within the domain of
religion and spirituality. The Prime Minister of our country
Dr. Manmohan Singh while releasing commemorative coins
featuring Lokmanya Tilak on 23 July 2007 referred to the
way in which he organized Ganapati festival to promote the
spirit of nationalism and said “Lokmanya used religion to
unite people, not to divide them. He used religion to seek
freedom, not spread hatred. Those who use religion to divide
people and to promote hatred must learn from the
constructive lessons of Lokmanya Tilak's life and work™.

MAHATMA GANDHIAND GANESH FESTIVAL

If we glance the pages of our history we are educated that
apart from Tilak many other great leaders of our country
referred to Lord Ganesh and Ganapati festival in the context
of spiritual regeneration of our country, reformation of
religion, and removal of curse of untouchability from
Hinduism. In surveying the collected works of Mahatma
Gandhi it is found that in his prayers there were reverential
references to Lord Ganesh, Goddess Saraswati and mother
earth. When Kishorelala suggested him on 2™ November
1945 for omission of verses containing the holy names of
the Gods and Goddesses he refused to do so. Yet again we get
the valuable lesson from the lifc of Mahatma Gandhi that he
used to recite the sacred names of divine figures including
the name of Lord Ganesh for the purpose of bolstering
moral and spiritual strength.




While Lokmanya Tilak used Ganesh festival for the casuc of
Swaraj and political awakening, Mahatma Gandhi urged
people organizing Ganesh festivals to associate with them
the Harijans who suffered exclusion and discrimination. On
25" August 1946 he wrote a small piece under the caption
“Do Not Forget Harijans™ the contents of which are of
significance for the cause of reforming our society and
religion. In that letter he quotes a correspondent who wrote
the following:

“Shri Ganesh-utsava started by the late Lokamanya is
coming near; most of our ministers and leaders will be
invited by various associations to speak on this occasion. 1
desire to suggest to the speakers that they should accept such
invitations, provided that the management would allow
Harijans to take part in the function; they should also make it
a point to take at least one Harijan with them when they go to
address the congregation.”

Mahatma Gandhi described the suggestion of the
correspondent as reasenable and apt and added “If caste
Hindus really want to stamp out untouchability they should
have the company of Harljans in their gatherings, and
especially on such occasions as the celebration of Hindu
festivals they should not fail do so.”

Thus, it is evident that one year before we got independence
the father of our nation reached out to the organizers of the
Ganesh festival to make Hinduism more inclusive and broad
based by involving the Harijans who were excluded from
social, economic and spiritual domains and suffered
deprivation and discrimination.

‘We, therefore, learn from the life and work of Lokmanya
Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi the method of creative and
constructive use of religion for championing the cause of
freedom, independence and social transformation.

SWAMIVIVEKANANDAAND GANESH

The nation is celebrating the hundred and fiftieth birth
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, one of the foremost
spiritual leaders of our couniry, who expounded the
fundamentals of Hinduism in the USA and Europe and casta
spell on the western people through his profound lectures. In
one ofhis lectures on Vedanta delivered in Lahore in 1897 he
stressed on spiritual regeneration of India in the modem age
and forcefully said that let India reawaken herself by
reviving and rediscovering her spiritual values and heritage
and let it happen by the blessings of the God, be it Shiva,

Shakti, Vishnu or Ganapati. In fact he understood spiritual
regeneration in a broader sense and explained it to mean
“understanding each other, working for each other with real
loveand intense love for truth”. Acerebral saint like Swami
Vivekananda also invoked the sacred name of Lord Ganesh
for spiritual regeneration of India towards the end of
nineteenth century.

AGE OFDIGITAL,HERBALAND SPIRITUAL

In fact in twenty first century world there is widespread
interest on spirituality and spiritual values. Professor
Mashelkar, the former Director General of the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research, had famously stated that
in twenty first century the world is tuning to three things-
digital, spiritual and herbal, He added that in all these areas
India is rich. In the digital sphere it is a leading country
providing leadership and expertise in the field of
information and communication technology at the centre of
which remains the digital knowledge. In the realm of
spirituality India is the only country which has been hailed
as the world leader since the ages. And of cowrse the
experience and expertise of preparing herbal preparations in
India to address the ailments affecting body, mind and spirit
are well known and well acclaimed. So if world is turning to
three things-digital, spiritual and herbal- and if India is rich
in all the three, then Professor Mashelkar opined that the
world is tuming to India. In this context the spiritual
tradition of our country of which Lord Ganesh is an integral
and invaluable part and whom none other than Swami
Vivekananda referred to for the spiritual regeneration of our
couniry, is of immense relevance for the twenty first century
world which is facing host of challenges arising out of global
warming and climate change.

RELIGION, CULTURE AND SPIRITUALITY AS
SOFTPOWER

A bold and new approach has been adopted in the western
world to explore the realm of what has been called soft
power as opposed to hard power. While hard power is
derived broadly from military capability or financial and
economic strength, the soft power is understood in terms of
the capacity flowing from variety of sources which include
culture, religion, music, education, etc,. It is instructive to
note that much before such terms were coined and
understood in the western world, some of our outstanding
leaders had deep insight to use our soft power for larger




cause of liberating our country from foreign rule. The usc of
non-viclence by Mahatma Gandhi and the use of Ganesh
festival by Tilak are some of the examples of soft power

which they successfully employed for the liberation and -

transformation of our society. It is interpreted that the depth
of India's culture and spirituality is immeasurable and,
therefore, the potential of our soft power is enormous and far
reaching. If it is properly harnessed India would become a
leading country in the world with its enduring and rich
reservoir of soft power. The positive interpretation of this
soft power as evidenced in the organization of Ganapati
festival by Lokmanya Tilak augurs well for our future in
further rediscovering our  soft power constituting spiritual
values, religious heritage and musical tradition. The pursuit
of soft power as an inevitable option to relook at the
definition of power and understand it as a proposition to
attract the hearts and minds of those for whom it is employed
marks a significant departure from the traditional notion
associated with force and crude might based on arsenals and
economic muscle. Understanding of Ganapati festival
organsied by Lokamanya Tilak in the context of hamessing
our soft power will enable us to realize the infinite source of
our soft power which is our enviable strength and which is
marveled across the world.

CREATIVE USE OF RELIGION AND
SPIRITUALITY

We, thus find that India has had a remarkable legacy of
hamessing ideas and using religious symbols and idols for
larger causes of freedom and spiritual upliftment. While
Lokmanya Tilak relied on Ganesh festival for political cause
Swami Vivekananda invoked His name for spiritual
regeneration and Mahatma Gandhi wanted celebrations
centering around Ganesh Festival to make Hinduism more
inclusive and eradicate the scourge of untouchability.

But we must be mindful of the fact that our spirituality hasto
be salvaged from the ritualism and complicated procedures.
Spiritualism minus ritualism will act as a liberating force for
the common people who often become victims of ritual
practices and superficial aspects of religion.

IRONY OF WORSHIPPING GOD AND GODDESS OF
LEARNING AND PREVALENCE OF LARGEST
NUMBER OFILLITERATES IN INDIA

While celebrating the Ganesh Chaturthi we are painfully
aware of the fact that India has the largest number of

illiterates in the world. How is that our country with a time
immemorial tradition of worshipping Lord Ganesh and
Goddess Saraswati, the deities of education and leaming,
has not been able to remove illiteracy? We claim to be
inheritors of a great spiritual heritage wherein both Lord
Ganesh and Goddess Saraswali are revered and prayed for
blessing the devotees to acquire knowledge and scholarship.
The prevalence of wide spread illiteracy is indicative of the
fact that mere tradition of celebrating Ganesh and Saraswati
pujas would not be sufficient to spread education and make
people literate and leamed.

SPIRITUALITYAND STUDY CAN COEXIST

Earlier a reference was made to Swami Vivekananda. When
he started Ramakrishna Mission he gave importance to the
construction of a library near the meditation hall. In doing so
he wanted to drive home the point that spiritual pursuit can
coexist with the endeavour for  study and education. We
have to have such renewed and constructive interpretation of
spiritualism to make it socially relevant. In fact Mahatma
Gandhi while entering a temple in Kerala along with the
Harijans in 1930s had said that spiritualism would not be
confined to temple entry alone and had to embrace the issues
centering around social, educational and economic
upliftment of the suffering millions. Swami Vivekananda
had also said those who claim to be well versed in the Vedas
and Vedanta would necessarily have to have the knowledge
to teach common people to do business and start an
enterprise. This is how great spiritual leaders had linked
spiritual insights with the practical aspects of life. Let the
tradition of worshipping Lord Ganesh and Goddess
Saraswati actuate us to make India a fully literate country
andequip ourpeople withskills to play meaningful roleina
society whichis fastemergingas aknowledgesociety.

LORD GANESH AND PRESERVATION OF FAMILY
VALUES

There is a deeper significance of Lord Ganesh in our modern
age marked by avoidable disintegration of family and family
values. Across the wotld and particularly in the western
societies, the breakdown of families is posing danger to
stability of society and social, emotional and mental health
of individuals, The structure of families in other continents
is not free from this problem. The life of Lord Ganesh as
narrated in our mythelogy teaches a vital lesson to us to
preserve family values. When Lord Ganesh and his brother
Kartikeya were asked 10 go around the universe both got
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ready and Kartikeya immediatcly sct on course by flying on
His peacock. Lord Ganesh went around His parents and
declared that His joumey around the universe was
completed. That story of our mythology has a deeper
modem significance. By going around his parents Lord
Ganesh was proving the point that in the finite sphere of the
family he was in tune with the infinite dimensions of the
universe. The family as unit to realize the varied and
numerous dimensions of life was validated by Iim. At a
time when the time honoured tradition of family is coming
under pressure and the family as the basic unit of society is
collapsing, it is important to preserve, protectand  defendat.
The mythological narrative of Lord Ganesh circling around
His parents educates the modern generation that the family
has to be respected for the all round development of its
members and the society.

GANESH IDOL ADMIRED AS A PIECE OF AR;T
ACROSS FAITHSAND COUNTRIES

Apart from understanding the enduring significance of Lord
Ganesh within the scope of the Hindu religion, we need to
acknowledge the admiration of the Ganesh idol as a wok of
art by people cutting across religious boundaries. During my
visit to Japan I was told that Ganesh idol is very famous in
that country where people liked it and have a high regard for
its artistic features. Existence of temples dedicated to Lord
Ganesh has been detected in China and several countries in
South East Asia. I recall that when late President of India
Shri X.R.Narayanan undertook a State visit to France he
presented the idol of Ganesh to the then President of France
Mr. Chirac who was so impressed with it that he proudly
displayed it in his personal drawing room. There are many

scholars from abroad who have extensively written about
Lord Ganesh and extolled the form and shape of the idol
which combines the human and animal forms. Professor
Robert Brown, whose name has been mentioned earlier,
wrote in his book “Ganesh: Studies of an Asian God” wrote
that the deity “is favoured with a singular affection. Part of
this popular appeal has to do with the way he looks. He has
an elephant head and a human body”. Wendy O'Flaherty
insightfully wrote, “Ganesh has everything that is
fascinating to anyone who is interested in the religion or
India or both: charm, mystery, popularity, sexual problems,
moral ambivalence, political importance, .... One can start
from Ganesh and work from there in an unbrokea line to
almost any aspect of Indian culture.”

RELIGION TO BE USED FOR THE GOOD OF
SOCIETY

The manner in which the significance of Lord Ganesh has
been understood in our history and mythology bears
significance for diverse aspects of life and society. It is not
only of abiding relevance for the deeply religicus and
spiritual people but also of great relevance for those who
want to change society along progressive lines. The Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations must inspire us to use religion for the
good of society and nation. At a time when some divisive
forces use religion to promote hatred among different faiths
it is important to use religion as a unifying force and for the
reconstruction of society by harping on its humanistic and
spiritual aspects. This is how we must understand the deeper
meaning and significance of Ganesh festival in the twenty
first century world.
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THE CORAL ISLANDS OF LAKSHADWEEP

By Dr. Arun Kumar Rath IAS ( retd)
Former Secretary MHRD Govt of India
Dwarka ,New Delhi

The ninety-minute flight from Cochin to Agatti offers some
of the most spectacular glimpses of the Arabian Sea. The
vast sea extends from horizon to horizon providing a
beautiful blue floor below the azure sky. Waves on the blue
waters dance to the tune of the breeze blowing across the sea
.The bright sunlight gives golden sparkle to the wavy waters
creating images of myriad suns. The pilots and the cabin
crew of the small domier aircraft were very friendly to us
and extended warm hospitality during the flight. The chief
pilot found time to mingle with the passengers as if they are
his personal guests. He also acted as guide to satisfy the
curiosity of the first time visitors like me. Indeed, it was an
experience of a lifetime.

Half way through the flight to Lakshadweep the pilot drew
our attention to the left. There we saw a most memorable
sight. A coral island ! A snall island about two kilometres by
three kilometres in size. The beautiful island was visible
through the mist of the sea. The island looked dark green
with coconut trees. Surrounded by blue water of two shades.
Light blue water within the coral reef and deep blue water
beyond. It was one of the islands on our flight path. On the
way, we crossed more coral islands and reached Agatti after
a memorable flight in the first leg of our visit to
Lakshadweep.

Lakshadweep means the land of myriad islands. The Union
Territory comprises twenty-seven beautiful coral islands,
Only ten of these islands are inhabited. The total area of
these islands is about thirty two square kilometres. The
population of the islands adds up to about sixty thousand. In
spite of this negligible area, Lakshadweep provides
tremendous economic advantage to India. The widely
dispersed islands give our country control over large areas of
the Arabian Sea. This is as per provisions of the international
Ilaw. Under this law a couniry enjoys full sovereignty up to
twelve kilometres from the coast and exclusive economic
rights up to two hundred kilometres from the island coasts.
All this gives India up to twenty thousand square kilometres
of territorial water and four lakh sq. km. of exclusive
economic zone in the Arabian Sea.

Apgatti is the only island of Lakshadweep having an airport.
However, the airport is capable of receiving only small
aircrafts in view of the small landing by the sea. After getting

down at Agatti we boarded a Pawan Hans helicopter to reach
Kavaratti island .1t took flight time of half an hour, Kavarattj
is the capital of Lakshadweep and is a small island with
population of about ten thousand. 1t is the headquarters of
the Union Territory Government of Lakshadweep headed by
an Administrator. He is supported by a Deputy
Commissioner and Superintendent of Police. The islands are
cut off from the mainland of India .As such people of these
islands face great deal of hardship .The entire population of
Lakshadweep has been notified as scheduled tribes. Almost
all are Muslims. They speak Malayali. People in
neighbouring island Minicoy speak Mahi, the language
spoken in the neighbouring country Maldives.

The group of Lakshadweep islands presents some unique
demographic features. This Union temritory has the lowest
population in the country for any State or Union Territory.
But the literacy rate is eighty eight per cent, which is the third
highest in the country after Kerala and Mizoram. In the
Minicoy island, the literacy rate is as high as ninety three per
cent ,which is higher than literacy rate of Kerala . The ten
inhabited islands are densely populated, In terms of density
of population, the Union Territory occupies fourth position
it India, The sex ratio is favourable for the females. For
every thousand males there are nine hundred fourty females,
much above the ratio in Delhi.

The history of Lakshadweep is fascinating. Migrants from
Kerala were the first settlers in these islands. It is said that
one King of Kerala namely Cheraman Perumal ruled Kerala
in nineth century A.D. He embraced Islam in his old age.
One day he left his kingdom secretly. He sailed for Mecca in
the ship of an Arab merchant. When it was known that the
king had disappeared, his follower the King of Chirakkal (
Cannanore) sent a few brave soldiers to bring him back, The
search party faced a fierce storm in the Arabian Sea. They
could not catch the Arab ship in which the King was
travelling. Instead, they landed in the coral island of
Bangaram. Having failed in their mission of finding the
King, they returned home empty handed. However, on the
way back, they sighted other beautiful coral islands.
Returning to Cannanore, the soldiers reported the existence
of these beautiful islands to the King of Cannanore. The
King ordered his people to settle in the islands with full right
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of ownership. 1t is believed that Amni was the first island to
be settled, followed by other islands of Lakshadweep.

The Lakshadweep islands have been referred to by Ptolemy
(A.D. 150} in his book on geography. Marco Polo (AD 1254-
1324) also mentioned them in his travelogue. The islands
suffered heavily at the hands of the Portuguese. The
Portuguese plundered the islands and killed many
inhabitants, In course of time, the islands were ruled by Tipu
Sultan and subsequently by the British Raj till India's
Independence in 1947.

The process of creation of coral islands remained a mystery
for a long time. The scientific theory of coral island
formation was finally propounded by Charles Darwin. It is
interesting to know how Darwin got a chance to study the
evolution of the coral islands. His father wanted Darwin to
be a doctor, but Darwin was scared at the very sight of blood.
He was more interested to study the behaviour of animals
and plant species. Against his father's wishes he left
Cambridge University and joined the scientific team on ship
Beagle at the eleventh hour. He sailed to South America. The
vayage was originally planned for two years, but it lasted for
five years (1831-36). Darwin lost his health. He had a
miserable time in the ship. But he came back after collecting
rich data on different species of animals and plants. His
scientific observations in the voyage convinced him about
the evolution process. He wrote his world famous book The
Origin of Species. It revolutionized our concept of creation
of plants, animals and human species.

One of the theories of Darwin was about the evolution of the
coral islands. According to him it took about one crore year
for the formation of the coral islands. He concluded that such
islands can exist only in the warm waters of the Pacific and
Indian Oceans. Right temperatures are available there for
growth of coral animals and for photosynthesis by algae. He
propounded the theory that coral islands have evolved out of
dead volcanoes in the ocean.

A volcano in the ocean cools down after its eruption. As it
coals down ,the rim around the volcano at the level of
seawater attracts sea organisms like polyps. The polyps are
small animals with tentacles to catch food. They attach on
the dead volcano and grow in a ring around its body. The
polyps have algae inside, which grow with them. They
jointly extract calcium carbonate from seawater and deposit
the calcium at their base. Over the period of time the base
grows and becornes strong due to calcium deposits. This ring
like structure around the dead volcano grows into the coral
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reel. As tume passes the dead volcano starts sinking.
Gradually the tip of the volcano sinks below the level of
seawater. It leaves behind the coral reef, enclosing the water.
In the process a lagoon is formed. At the centre of the lagoon
birds come and rest on tip of the submerged volcano, These
birds help formation of biomass on the dead volcano. The
centre of the dead volcano then transforms into an island.
The process actually is quite complex. It takes about one
crore year of evolution to forma coral island.

The coral islands of Lakshadweep are among the most
beautiful creations in the process of evolution. At the centre
of each island, there is a small land mass of sandy soil. The
sand is white due to deposit of calcium carbonate. There is
luxuriant growth of coconut , banana, bread-fruit (chokka)
and wild almond trees as well as sea grass on the island. It
looks dark and shining green all around . The island is
surrounded by a ring of barrier reef at a distance. There is a
lagoon between the reef and the land mass. The water of the
lagoon is turquoise blue and placid. Due to the protective
ring of the reef waves cannot enter the lagoon. The lagoon is
like a huge natural swimming pool. The water is ciean. One
can see the white sand at the bottom.

The structure of the coral barrier reef enclosing the island is
fascinating. It contains complex ecosysiems of coral polyps,
algae, plant species, shrimps, fish and other sea organisms.
All these specimen are colourful and provide fascinating
sights under the water. Even inside the lagoon, one can dive
and see beautiful sea animals like huge tortoise and fish.

We had our official meeting in Kavaratti, the capital of
Lakshadweep, We stayed at the beautiful bungalow of the
Administrator of Lakshadweep. On behalf of Department of
Ocean Development, we gifted a desalination plant to the
people of Kavaratti island. Itis India's first desalination plant
using vacuum distillation process. It produces one lakh liter
of fresh water per day out of seawater. Every citizen of
Kavaratti now gets about 10 liters of pure water per day. The
islanders were indeed grateful tous.

From Kavaratti, we flew by helicopter for twenty minutes
and reached Bangaram island. Bangaram is a coral island
about three kilometers long and two kilometers wide. There
is only one hotel Casino frequented by foreign tourists.
There is also one government guest house. All houses are
built in the style of huts on the shore of the lagoon. There is
no electricity or telephone. One is virtually cut off from the
outside world. There is only solar energy system in the island
for some emergency services. The beautiful coral island is
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for all practical purposes uninhibited. The setting reminded
one of William Cowper's poem about the exiled Alexander
Selkirk. In the poem he feels like the monarch of all he
surveys. At once 1 recollected a similar Odia poem by the
Odia poet-statesman Gopabandhu Dash about the longings
of anexiled manina forlom island.

Fish at Bangaram, was most delicious. It was caught fresh
from lagoon in front of us. Tuna is the most popular fish
there. Our breakfast, lunch and dinner all consisted of fish
cooked in Kerala style. We travelled in the lagoon in a
fibreglass boat, dived using snorkel masks and life jackets.
After a lunch of lagoon fish and rice we had aftemoon siesta
onhammocks tied between coconut trees.

On the return journey, our helicopter did not come due to
some technical snag. Since we had to catch the flight at
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Agatti. we had to sail by o small ship. It was a very
memorable journey by sea. The sea was rough with huge
waves. It took about one hour to travel from Bangaram to
Agatti, One Italian couple also traveled with us. ] asked them
why did they come all the way to Lakshadweep? Are the
Mediterrancan islands not so attractive? They said that the
islands of Europe are very crowded now. Whereas
Bangaram is quiet , peaceful and beautiful. They had the
best of stay. The couple swam undisturbed in the clear water
of the lagoon. They could enjoy the delicious Tuna fish fresh
from the lagoons. They were full of praise for Bangaram. |
agreed with them. My visit to Lakshadweep was most
memorable. The coral island of Bangaram remains
imprinted in my mind's eye forever.




(57N kY

1 B '
g ﬂ,': W " i




" B2 Utkal Gauraba 2014






T T 3 ,_:_,:_ 3 '.
o ﬁr. ol
Cultural & Welfare As Sation Paand
CULTURAL™ROGRA h
besh Chaturts ¢ Wi

ILOCHK PARK, MANDIR MARG W ™. r
: - | -
- .,

l: PROGRAMME
rthi Celehrat




I e 1 SURGra 5

&
ral & Welfare Assmr aad!

CULTURAL PROGRAMME -"’.
Chaturthi Cefeh__iin

OCK PARK, MANDIE MARG, HEW [<LH
L L L R

kl r_i BN

Welfare Assnc ation
flU“-’l PROGAAMME

nesn Lnalar:m L‘efeb ati:n r,

= *




Utkal Gauraba - o

gEF A




& VRIRe ass5od jation A
CULTURLL PROGRINNE

i Lelebration




Utkal Gauraba 2014

B Utkal Gauraba 2014







i

B utkal Gauraba 20014




