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Name : Shruti Samal
D/o : Shri Bimal Prasad Samal & Smt. Itishree Samal
School : Hans Raj Model School
Achievements : Secured 96% in Class X (CBSE) in 2018

Name : Saksham Mohanty
S/o : Shri Ajay Mohanty & Smt. Sasmita Mohanty
Achievements : Received Silver Medal in Show Jumping in the
Junior National Equestrian Championship held in
MP State Equestrian Academy, Bhopal in Dec'17
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Oriya Cultural and Welfare Association (OCWA) is voluntary organization
incepted in the year 1992, formally incorporated on 31* October 2005 under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860, dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in the
promotion and propagation of Odia Culture & Language in Delhi and NCR through
socio-cultural events and developmental activities.

We work with wide range of professionals from all walks of life to upkeep the
culture of Odishainterms of literature, arts & crafts and contemporary life.

Our Mission:

To preserve, perpetuate and promote the odia culture and communities with a
mission statement.

“Eka mana, Eka Prana
Eka Pranta, Eka Chinha,
Which means getting Odias together”

Our Vision:
Topromote, team spirit, transparency and building trust among our fellow Odias.

With the stated mission and vision, we have been successful in reaching out to our
youth and several of them have come forward to become active members of the
OCWA society.

Cover art by :
Jhas Ketan Sahoo
Class - VIl, Modern Convent School, Delhi

Published by

Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association (Regd.)
Registration No. : S-54118 of 2005

BD-11, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058

E-mail : info@ocwa.in , ocwa.regd@gmail.com y ¢ Bijay Mohanty
Website : www.ocwa.in 4 _ Prakash Prusty

Editorial Board
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Activities Undertaken

The forumis very active throughout the year
with various kind of activities which bring
together Odias from all aspects of life. Some
of the activities undertaken are:

Celebrating Sri Ganesh Puja on Ganesh
Chaturthi. We (OCWA) host a gathering
of large number of people and serve
ethnic odia culinary to all invitees,
participants and members every year.

Publishing “ Utkal Gauraba”, an odia
magazine from New Delhi. What best
could be promote the Odia language
other than to publish and distribute the
magazine to all members and non-
members.

Blood Donation Camps are organized
every year in association with Indian Red
Cross Society.

Health Camps are also organized time
and again to spread the awareness
amongst the people.

OCWA does not lack behind in
contributing towards the upliftment of
the children of lower income group Odia
people in Delhi. Time and again, we

@ & Welfa, e TM

OCWA
distribute study materials to needy
children.

OCWA organizes picnics and get-
together on the occasion of Odia
festivals to strengthen the bond
amongst the associated family
members.

Forthcoming Objective:

The OCWA members realize the need to
awaken the spirits of Odia people and
simultaneously understand the utmost
necessity to keep alive the Odia lingo.

With this noble thought in mind and zeal at
heart, OCWA members aspire to establish
a library and cultural center which will
help in its own way to contribute towards
the up-keep of Odia language, culture,
heritage and literature.

The main purpose of setting up the library
is to help the interested children to learn
and grasp the culture and language of
Odisha during their leis_,yre*'a'ﬁa"vacation
period and to pr_owa'e Qdia literature,
fiction, and news'p;aper to.all strata-of the

Odia fraternity. ﬂf:;‘ NN Di
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RAJ BHAVAN
BHUBANESWAR - 751 008

Dr. S. C. JAMIR

Governor, Odisha

February 07, 2018

MESSAGE

| am glad to know that Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association, New
Delhi is bringing out the 12th edition of Souvenir named ' Utkal Gauraba'

in Odia/English language.

For a Cultural & Welfare Association main objectives are to
develop, encourage and promote cultural, welfare and social activities. |
would like to urge upon Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association to stay
focused, dedicated and devoted and render best service upholding the
spirit of Odisha and Odias. The Souvenir would be enlightening on many

many facets of pride of Odisha.

| wish the publication all success.

néj Mﬁ’_,_—u-

(S.C. Jamir)

Tel. : 91-674-2536111/2536222, Fax : 91-674-2536582, E-mail : govodisha@nic.in, Website : www.rajbhavanodisha.gov.in
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Indian Red Cross Society NHQ Blood Bank
1, Ring Cross Road, New Delhi, Central Delhi

Phone : 011-23711551, Fax : 011-23717454, E-mail : drvanshree2002@yahoo.co.in
Oriya Cultural and Welfare Association
Camp Blood Donor List
Camp Date : 25-FEB-2018

Name of Donor

Mobile No.

=

B. Ravi Shankar

9940674952

Subhrajit Parida

9560896633

Sandip Kumar Sahoo

7008708287

Sanjay Kumar

9560650652

Surendra Kumar Baxi

9437222407

Nayan Kishore Das

8851639898

Sharad Kumar Jha

9971215545

Sanjit Mohanty

9871146773

VIR (NN R WIN

Amit Shekhar

9953438213

=
©

Pradeepta Bhuyan

9868357661

=
=

Naveen Sharma

9871909525

=
N

Prashant Kumar Das

9868090272

=
w

Prabhat

8076523438

=
»

Rahul Gola

9873553624

=
bl

Rajeev Pal

9717346127

=
o

Sanjaay Panchal

7827149330

=
N

Amit

9540664740

=
®

Soubhagya Kumar Bhol

9868206495

=
©

Hruday Ranjan Bhuyan

9868783777

N
o

Sunil Kumar Das

9437970588

N
=

Sanjay Bal

9650994545

N
N .

Sandeep Kumar Subudhi

9711275978

N
wir

Ashwani Samantaray

9311508066

N
P

Animesh Roul

9871321997

N
v

Surajit Patnaik

9910050084

N
@

Gagan Deep Singh

8802424529

N
N

Suresh Kumar Swain

9868945771

N
®

Rashmi Sharma

8447861385

N
o

Amit Anand

7042200491

w
ot

Deepak Kumar Bhuyan

7894571014

w
=

Prabhat Kumar Bhuyan

9968783788

w
Nt

Jeetendra Kumar Sahoo

9899124290

w
w

Kapil Bansal

7042950781

w
bl

Bhupinder Singh

9560907673

w
b

Prashant Kumar Nayak

9811319764

w
o

Baruna Sahoo

9310084488

w
N

Basant Kumar Sahoo

9891948232

w
®

Bhupinder Singh

9953139827

w
©

Hatish Goswami

9971962597

B
e

Sanjay Kumar

9711915702

»
=

Pradipt Kumar Bhuyan

8658878546

»
N

Manmeet Singh

9899337070

H
w

Vijay Thakur

9971448400

S
B¢

Prabhat Kumar

9971079973

I Wwwocwaln n
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Executive Body

The Governing Body is an excellent blend of
intellect, youth and vigour. The Body consists of
people from all walks of life from professionals to
self employed.

President

Mr. Bijay K Mohanty, is one of the founding
members of OCWA, nurtured this forum with his
sincere accumenship, guidance, advice. He is from
Steel City Rourkela and a Master in Business
Administration.

Vice President

Mr. Banoj Pradhan, a Company Secretary by
Professional, looking after liasioning works and
hails from Anugul.

Secretary

Mr. Sandipta Rout, a MTA from Aligarh Muslim
University and is working as a Sr. Manager with a
tourism company with specialization in Tourism
trade and looking after promotional activities. He
is from Rourkela.

Jt. Secretary

Mr. Prakash Prusty, a Company Secretary by
Profession, co-ordinates & arranges the
organizational activities. He is from Keonjhar.

Treasurer

Mr. Prasanta Das, a Graduate from Ispat College,
Rourkela and takes care of cash and funds
management.

Executive Members:

Mr. Sanjay Bal from Baleswar is in charge of
developmental & promotional activities. He is an
ICWA by Profession & working with a Public Sector
Undertaking.

Mr. Pradeepta Bhuyan, is one of the founding
member of OCWA and takes care of cultural
activities of the forum. He is from Cuttack and a
Graduate from Utkal University.

Mr. Ranjan Biswal from Dhenkanal, a self
employed professional also takes care of
developmental activities and is a Graduate from
Utkal University.

Convenors:

Dr. Sananta Sahoo from Rourkela, a Laparoscopic
Surgeon, is a great team builder and motivator.

Dr. Anil Goel, from Keshinga is a Pediatric
Emergency Expert and an Associate Professorin a
Govt. Mediacal College, Sohna, Haryana.

Mr. Ajay Mohanty is an entrepreneur and a
graduate from Ispat College, Rourkela. He is always
present with his active participation for all
programs and events of OCWA.
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Ajay Mohanty (Mitu)
Bibekanand Pattanaik
Bijay Pradhan
Devasis Mohanty
Jagdish Patra

Anam Sahoo

Ajay Mohanty

Ajit Kumar Barek
Alok Das

Animesh Roul
Arvind Sharma
Ashok Das

Babuli Nayak

Banoj Pradhan
Barun Kumar Sahoo
Bhabagrahi Pradhan
Bhaskar Ch. Behera
Bijay K.Mohanty
Bimal Prasad Samal
Bimalendu Sahu
B.K. Rath

D.K.Sahoo
Debashish Mohanty
Dinesh Sahu

Dr.Anil Goel
Dr.Sananat Sahoo
Gajendra P. Samant
Gopal Chandra Parmanik
Hemant Raut

Hruday Ranjan Bhuyan

LIFE MEMBERS

Jyoti Sarangi (Bapi)
Ram Ranjan Mohapatra
Ravi Lal Tapa

Sanjay Mohanty

Sanjit Das

MEMBERS

Ishwar Mohapatra
Jeetendra Kumar Sahu
Kaushik Tripathy
K.B. Mohanta

Litton Mukherjee
Madhusudan Pothal
Maheshwar Dash
Mukti Kanta Nayak
Prabin Panda
Piyush Mohapatra
Prabhat Kishore Bhuyan
Prabhat Kr.Mohanty
Pradeep Raut
Pradeep Sahu
Pradeepta Bhuyan
Pradip Parija
Prakash Ch. Prusty
Pranab Biswal
Prasanta Das

Priya Sahoo

Puspita Jena
Rabindra N. Mishra
Raj Kishore Sahu
Ramnath Sahoo
Ranjan Biswal

Ranjan Sahu

N

Saroj Das

Shibashis K. Mohanty
Sisir Rout

Subrat K. Das

Suvendu Das

Sagar Pradhan
Samish Kr. Mohanty
Sandipta Rout
Sanjay Bal

Sanjay Mohanty
Sanjit Mohanty
Santosh Panda
Santosh Sarangi

Sasmita Mohanty

Saumya Ranjan Paltasingh

Shantanu Khuntia
Sushant K. Das
Sitakanta Das

Smurti Ranjan Sahoo
Soubhagya Bhol
Srinibas Sahu
Subranshu Das
Sujata Das

Sujit Kumar Mohanty
Surajit Pattnaik
Suresh Chandra Behera
Suresh Swain
Sushant Kumar Das
Suvendu Sahu

Tank Dhar Das

Yashwant Sharma
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OUR SINCERE THANKS TO SPONSORS

R. K. Associates & Hoteliers Pvt Limited
Dr. Sananta Sahoo
Shrit Animesh Roul
Shri Ashwani Samantray
Shri Bimal Prasad Samal
Shri Debo Mohanty
Shri Dinesh Goel
Shri Jeetendra Kumar Sahoo
Shri Dinesh Sahu
Shri Pradeep Rout
Shri Pradeepta Bhuyan
Shrit Ramnath Sahoo
Shri Sanjay Subudht
Shri Surajit Patnaik
Shri Surindra Kumar
Shri Ranjan Biswal

Shrt Ajay Mohanty
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My Visit to Ice Continent Antarctica

Dr Arun K Rath IAS ( Retd)
Former Union Secretary HRD

The proposal of a visit to Antarctica evokes different
reactions in different people. Many
consider Antarctica as a harsh,
inhospitable and remote land . For
some, it is an unexplored land full of
potential for research andscientific
discoveries. Others look at the ice
continent as a place for adventure
and tourism. All such feelings and
reactions are justified in their own way. Antarctica
inspires the spirit of adventure and the quest for
scientific knowledge at the same time. Indian
scientists and engineers live and work in Antarctica
with a sense of dedication and commitment to the
cause of science and technology.Looking back, |
consider it a golden opportunity to be a part of the
Indian delegation to Antarctica. The four days' stay in
the ice continent during 2- 5 February ,2005 was a life
time experience for me.

Antarctica is a strange continent. It holds over ninety
per cent of pure water reserves of the earth, yet it is
one of the driest places on earth. Water is stored here
as frozen ice. Antarctica receives only five inches of
rainfall per year which is lower than the annual rainfall
in the deserts of Sahara. The air cannot hold moisture
due to extremely low temperatures. Rain falls like
snowflakes and deposits into heaps and mounds
.Mountains of snow have deposited over ground for
thousands of years. This makes Antarctica the
coldest continent on earth. In winter the temperature
falls to as low as minus sixty degree centigrade in the
polar region. Even in the peak of summer, the
temperature remains below freezing point.

Antarctica is also the highest of the seven continents.
The ice covered surface stands as high as seven
thousand feet above the mean sea level .More than
ninety eight percent of the continent is covered by ice
which is hard like rock. Vast mass of ice constitute the
solid ice cap of Antarctica. It is estimated that if all the
ice in Antarctica melts due to global warming, the sea
level all over the planet would go up by one hundred
feet. It would be like the deluge on doom's day.

Antarctica has only two seasons. They are the polar
summer and polar winter each lasting for about six
months .The peak of summer season lasts for nearly
two months between December and January. It
coincides with the peak of winter in India. The peak of
winter spreads over June to August .The sun never
sets in Antarctica during peak summer and is never
visible in peak winter.

Antarctica is an ideal laboratory for study of global
warming, ozone depletion, climatic change and
formation of continents on earth. Climatic conditions
on the ice continent affects the meteorological and
climatic factors of the planet. Antarctica is the least
polluted part of the earth. It provides an ideal
environment for experiments. Many geomagnetic
and polar studies can be carried out only in
Antarctica.

It is a matter of pride for every Indian to see the
national flag flying high at the Indian Research
Station Maitri in Antarctica. The Indian base camp is
like a mint India away from India. The Indian presence
in Antarctica is significant and assumes importance in
view of the fact that there is no formal Government in
the ice continent. After the first Indian station
DakshinGangotriwas buried in ice , the second
research station Maitri was set up in 1991.This station
is presently working at full capacity. Indian scientists
have earned pride of place for our country due to
their devotion, missionary zeal and commitment to
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the cause of science in the last thirty years . They have
achieved laurels in spite of heavy odds and risks
involved.

The flight to Antarctica took off in the late night of 1*
February, 2005 from Cape Town. Cape town is a
beautiful harbour town of South Africa with pleasant
climate .It offers a base for authorized visitors to
prepare for their journey to the ice continent. Extra
heavy warm clothes and undergarments, snow boots,
double head covers, ultra violet sunglasses and heavy
gloves had to be procured in Cape town . This is
necessary so that full protection is taken against
extreme cold conditions waiting ahead. The
temperature in summer ( December-February) in
Antarctica hovers around -5° C to -10°c, but due to
gusty and howling winds the effective temperature
goes down to -15° c to - 25°. Sometime the
temperature may fall even lower in case of snow
storms.

The landing on ice was breathtaking. We could see
the landing on the screen inside the plane. It was
bright daylight outside. The temperature outside was
- 5° C but effectively - 10° C due to very strong winds .
During the flight we experienced high temperature
inside the aircraft of more than 40° C, due to lack of
air conditioning in the transport aircraft | We never
thought that the conditions ahead in the ice
continent would be harsh at very low temperatures
.But we soon realized our folly and had to cover
ourselves fully before getting down from the aircraft.
The winds were throwing snowflakes on the face as
we gotdown.

The sun was glaring with bursts of bright sunlight. It
was so strong that the affect was almost blinding.
Ultraviolet rays are very powerful in Antarctica. One
cannot look at the sun directly even with red
protection glasses. The air was absolutely clean. The

sun rays pierced through the pollution free
atmosphere straight into the eyes .With no
obstruction ,visibility was very high . With such
visibility a distant object appeared very close. The
landscape was white with dazzling ice all over. The
surface was flat with no landmark in any direction.
Without a magnetic compass and guidance you are
sure to lose your way into the whiteness of ice. The
make shift airstrip had only drums to mark the
landing place; otherwise there is no other land mark
there. The weather is most unpredictable . Even few
hours before our landing it was not sure if the plane
would land. If a blizzard takes place suddenly all
calculations are upset. It happened for our flight, but
the rough weather cleared before our landing.

Maitri is like a home away from home. It is a semi-
rectangular two storey structure built on steel frame .
There are 20 living rooms, 20 research/ office rooms,
one dining hall, lobby, kitchen, bathrooms, generator
room, a play room for table tennis ,a small prayer hall
and a gym. There are special toilets with incinerators.
There is also a special deep freeze room to store food
for one year. The building can accommodate up to 25
persons .They include scientists, engineers,
mechanics, doctors and personnel from army, navy
and coast guard. They all go there voluntarily as per
their option. Two kinds of teams are formed in Maitri
,namely the summer team and the winter team .The
summer team stays for one season of three months
(December- March) .The winter team remains for two
summers and one winter for a total period of 16
months. Life for the team in winter becomes
extremely difficult, when it is dark and unbearably
cold. For nine months the team gets physically cut off
from the outside world. Neither planes nor ships can
enter or come out of Antarctica in winter.

Some of the scientists have to stay in Maitri and
continue their research in the station round the year.
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They have to collect vital data even in the cold and
dark environment of Antarctic winter .The polar night
is long and continuous, when the sun does not
appear . Only the stars shine in the sky ,visible round
the clock. In the peak of winter, when there is no sun
,the distant light of the stars guides the inmates of
Maitri,not only in the nights ,but also in the darkness
of daytime..

Antarctica is a desert. A desert of ice, not sand! There
is hardly any water, and hardly any life. Life is primitive
in the form of algae, moss and lichens, and a few
micro-organisms .These primitive life forms have
shown remarkable capacity of surviving in the
extreme cold and dry conditions. Ice has piled upon
Antarctica for millions of years. Heaps of snow have
deposited on the surface of original, primordial rock.
Depth of ice could be as high as thousands of feet.
Rocky surfaces and rocks lie hidden under the ice
cover. There are no rivers or streams of water to break
the rocks to form soil. As such Antarctica has no soil.
All around there is ice and ice. Huge sheets of snow
white ice cover the entire ground and the hillocks
rising here and there.

Water is rare in Antarctica. Searching for source of
water is an onerous task. Lakes are too few and far
between in Antarctica. They are like oasis in the desert
of ice. It is ironical that the continent contains ninety
per cent of the total fresh water reserve of the earth
,yet water is scarce . Water is stored in the form of ice
on its surface. Antarctica receives just about five
inches of rainfall per year. Lower than the driest part
of Sahara desert .The water drops fall in the form of
snow due to extremely low temperature.

Power is a critical factor in the ice continent. Besides
driving other machines, power is used to provide
heating of the premises in sub zerotemperatures . The
generators are the only source of power. Fortunately,

there was no shortage of power due to the
generators. Life can exist there till the generators run
.The station has been provided with ten generators
.Two generators run continuously; eight remain on
standby mode . The generators are aptly named such
as Surya, Aditya and Bhaskar. When the sun
disappears for most parts in winter in the continent,
these generators provide all the energy round the
clock. If generators fail, life would come to a grinding
halt in winter. When temperature falls to -40° C or -
60° C in winter, rooms must be heated in the extreme
cold of Antarctica. Then the line between life and
death could become very thin. Therefore, the
Antarctica Expedition Teams are provided with
adequate number of generators. More than half of
the generators remain always ready for emergency.

Air in Antarctica is pure. The air is free of carbon
dioxide, sulphur dioxide, benzene, smoke, dust
particles or pollen grains. The air is rich in oxygen due
to absence of impurities. Breathing is pleasant. No
fatigue even after a hard day's outing. Breathing
disorders disappear in Antarctica. However, the air is
dry and devoid of moisture. We had to apply
moisturizer and lotions on face whenever we went
out. Otherwise the skin would crack. Air in Antarctica
is also sterile. No germs, no virus, no bacteria. Hence
there is hardly any infection. Diseases are rare, and
one would rarely get a stomach upset.

The water of the Southern Ocean is dark, almost like
blue ink. There are white icebergs floating in sea all
around. Sight of innumerable icebergs floating on
abright sunny day and the sparkling reflections of the
sun on the ink blue waves of the Southern Ocean is a
rare and unbelievable sight.

These Icebergs float aimlessly after getting cut off
from the main continental shelf in summer due to rise
in temperature. Icebergs of all sizes and shapes get
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cut off and float aimlessly. Wind gives them speed.
Most of the icebergs continue to exist for long period,
but some break into smaller icebergs or melt away
when they become too small.

Our helicopter pilots Craig and Bruce landed the
helicopter on an iceberg about two by two kilometers
in size. It was one of the most memorable experiences
to land on an iceberg and see spotless white icebergs
all around floating on deep blue waters. Such sights
are indeed breathtaking.

Penguins live on the periphery of Antarctica close to
the ocean. They are not found deep inside the South
Pole where water and food are rare to get .They reside
on the continental shelf of ice, attracted by the rich
marine life close to Antarctica coastline .At one point
during our visit we came across a small group of
penguins. They were not the king penguins, but the
adelie variety who are small in size. When we saw

them, everybody took out cameras and started
shooting .The penguins were not disturbed and kept
standing by our side . The poor penguins showed
courtesy for sometime due to their good nature, but
our demands on their proximity in photo frame
became so much that they perhaps got scared. They
started moving out. May be we could not match them
in courtesy and appropriate manners!

The inmates of Maitri organized a cultural evening in
our honour. None of the inmates was an experienced
artist. But they opened out their hearts and tried to
entertain us to the best of their ability. They felt very
sentimental to see so many high profile Indians in the
ice desert. Such a group of visitors had never come to
the station earlier. Our stay was short, but most
memorable. We had become a part of the Maitri
family .It was like visiting a home away from home.

With best compliments from:

NATIONAL COURIER & CARGO
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Shree Jagannatha - The Symbol of
Conjugal Bliss

Gopinath Mohanty

Standing tall on the shores of Purifor
centuries, the Shree Jagannatha
Temple attracts people of all faiths.
The shrine is indeed awonder. So the
deities- Shree Jagannatha, Shree
Balabhadra& Devi Subhadra. They
typify the human cycle. Like any
human being, the Lord sleeps, wakes up and brushes
his teeth in the morning. After bath he takes
breakfast, lunch, goes for afternoon siesta, dinner at
night. He watches dance and listens to music before
retiring to bed. He indulges in pleasure, changes
dress, suffers from illness, goes for rest or
convalescence, hankers for relations, undertakes
travel, goes for seasonal food and social festivals. All
the fairs, festivals, bhogsystems, dress habits and
other associated things have been so arranged to
find human character in Lord Jagannatha who is the
Lord of the Universe. At the same time he behaves as
afriend, a philosopher or a guide for the devotes.

His schedule of activities starts from early morning to
late night. As Rajadhiraj(king of kings) he meets
people, listens to their grievances and at the same
time he takes care of his spouse as an ideal husband.
On the ratnavedihe sits with his elder brother
Balabhadra and sister Subhadra. Sudarsan, his
weapon sits in his left in the form of pillar. Below that
row his spouses Srideviand Bhudevi are seated on his
either side.

Besides daily rituals some other specific rituals are
also performed in the temple on special occasions.
On every thursday, Jagannatha spends some time
with his spouse Laksmi like a husband who loves

company of his wife alone. On every thursday after
breakfast majana ritual is performed by placing
Madanmohan, the representative of Jagannatha and
his two spouses Sridevi and Bhudevi on Majana
Mandap(a pedestal near the main temple). After
special Puja is performed they are taken to their
original places before lunch is served.

On the same evening i.e. on thursday evening
Madanmohan is brought and placed on the
ratnasinghasan. Ajnamala (a garland of flower from
the Lord which signified order to do a particular
function) from Lord Jagannatha are given to
Madanmohan and Sridevi. They are taken together in
a palanquin to the temple of Laksmi and they are
seated on a cot kept in jagamohan of Laksmi temple.
After special Puja, the deities are brought back to
their places in the main temple. It is interesting to
note that the deities observe certain rule for union
like normal human beings. On festive occasions like
Ekadasi day (11th day of each fortnight), birth day of
Ramachandra, Pusya Naksatra, the period of
Devipuja, Nandautehaba majana, Ekant (union) ritual
is forbidden. This union ritual is meant for happy
conjugal life.

Jhulana yatra is celebrated in Sri-Mandir in a very
decorative fashion for seven days during the month
of Sravan (July- August). Madanmohan, Lakshmi
(Sridevi) and (Bhudevi) are placed on decorated
swings in Jhulan Mandap.

Dice play on Kumar Purnima (on the full moon day in
the month of Aswin) day symbolises bliss of conjugal
life between Jagannatha and Laksmi. On that day
Madanmohan representing Jagannatha plays dice
with Sridevi inside the temple of Mahalaksmi. Then
both return to the main temple. After Badasinghara
besha the dice play is again resumed through sevaks
initially below the ratnasinghasan and then on the
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ratnasinghasan. In the play Jagannatha is defeated by
Laksmi. For that reason, Madhab is taken to Laksmi's
temple and captivated there for a week and returns to
Ratnasinghasan on 8th day morning.

Sri Rabindra Nath Pratihari in his book 'Shree
Darubrahmanka Ajnamala Rahasya' has opined that
the play of dice and Shree Jagannatha remains awake
the whole night is in accordance with the scripture.
Dr. Surendra Kumar Mishra, opined that the Kumar
Purnima ritual is also known as 'Kojagara brata or
'Koumudi brata'. If one worships Basudev remaining
awake during the night, mother Lakshmi becomes
happy and blesses the devotee.

Socially each husband keeps good relationship with
his father-in-law to keep his spouse happy. So also
Jagannatha goes to his father-in-law's house once in
a month i.e. on new-moon day. Narayan
representative of Shree Jagannatha receives
'‘Ajnamala’ from the Lord Jagannatha and then goes
to swargadwar. Water is brought from the sea and
then being used by the deity. Varunadev is the father-
in-law of Lord Jagannatha. To keep him happy and
moreover to have good relationship with his wife
Sridevi (Laksmi) Sri Jagannatha behaves like normal
human being. He is henceforth is designated as
'Amabasya Narayan'.

Intimate conjugal relationship between Jagannatha
and Sridevi is exhibited from Pusyaviseka, a
celebration during the month of Pausa (December-
January). It is one of the twelve festivals of Lord
Jagannatha celebrated in Srimandir during the yearin
accordance with the scripture. It is held on full moon
day of Pausa. Sridevi after getting Ajnamala goes to
Mahalaksmi temple and sits on a cot in jagamohan.
Offerings are made to her. In the meanwhile,
coronation of Sri Rama, another incarnation of
Jagannatha in tretayaera is highlighted with great

eclat on the occasion. A servitor representing
Laksmana (Rama's brother) holds a loft, an appliqued
umbrella over the Lord's head while another clutches
the handle representing Hanuman, the staunch
devotee of Sri Rama. The deities are armed with floral
bows and arrows - the insignia of Sri Rama. The
deities are dressed in gold ornaments. Sridevi, Lord's
consort is brought from Jagamohan of Mahalaksmi
temple to ratnasinghasan and offerings are made to
both.

Raghunath, a movable replica of Sri Rama goes to the
temple of Mahalaksmi where ablutions are done to
him. After prescribed rites Sri Raghunatha is returned
to the southern chamber and the episode draws to a
quiet close.

The occasion like many of its kinds, testifies to the
syncretic features of the Jagannatha culture which are
beyond ordinary comprehensions. Shree Jagannatha
is all Gods and Goddesses rolled into one.

Basant Pancami celebration observed on the 5th day

of the bright fortnight of Magha (January) the birth
day of Saraswati offers another instance of happy
conjugal life. On this day Dolagovinda, the replica of
Jagannatha plays holi with his two consorts Sridevi
and Bhudevi. According to the Niladrimahoday three
types of colours called faguare mixed with Karpur
(camphor) and thereby it emanates a fragrant odour.
Application of this fagu reduces temperature of body.
This festival is linked to youth state. Therefore playing
holt amongst Sridevi, Bhudevi and Dolagovind
represents love in conjugal life.

Similarly dola festival is one of the 12 festivals of Lord
Jagannatha. It is played for a week during February.
Dolagovind, Sridevi and Bhudevi are taken to the
dolavedi (in the south east corner of the temple) and
they are placed in a doli (seat for swinging) pasted
with fagu. They play colours. On this day, the deities
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are also decorated with gold ornaments. It signifies
marital harmony and the chacheri besha is also a
famous besha of the Lord Jagannatha.

Kidnapping Rukmini and his marriage with her and
the following ceremony reveals Jagannatha's love for
his consort. The incidence of Dwaparera is enacted
here. Here Jagannatha plays the role of Srikrishna,
Sridevi that of Rukmini and Maa Vimala as village
deity. Sridevi is taken to the temple of Vimala for
worship. Before going there she gives a letter through
a servitor to Srikrishna i.e. Madanmohan,
representative god of Jagannatha. When Sridevi
returns from Vimala's temple, she is kidnaped by
Madanmohan and they both come to a chariot.
Sisupal gets defeated in front of Saraswati's temple
and then taken to custody. He is released again at the
intervention of elder brother Balaram. Then marriage
is solemnised between Madanmohan and Sridevi.
They are taken to ratnavedi. Next day, newly weds go
to Gajapati's palace. There the king welcomes both.
Special presentations are given to them by queen and
others. After evening, they are taken back to
ratnavedi.

A festival for sixteen days is celebrated inside
Srimandir premises for Vimala, the consort of
Jagannatha during the month of Aswina (September-
October). This festival is observed in accordance with
the scripture, The Niladrimahodaya, Records of
Rights maintained in the Srimandir refer to it as
Durga-Madhab worship; but locally it is called as
Gupta (secret) Gundicha or Sakta Gundicha.

This festival is observed from the 8th lunar day of the
dark fortnight upto 8th lunar day of the bright
fortnight. Maa Vimala represents Durga and Madhab
of ratnasinghasan represents Jagannatha. Movable
idol of Maa Vimala is brought from the store house of
the Srimandir and Madhab after getting Ajnamala

from Jagannatha is brought to the Vimala temple.
Both replica of Maa Vimala and Madhab sit on one
cot. Then they are fastened up in a special seat.
Offerings are made to them. They are again brought
back to Srimandir during night hours.

After eight days both Durga and Madhab are brought
to the Narayani temple located in Dolamandap Saht.
Special offerings are made to them. After the
‘chandanalagi' service in Srimandir the idols of
Durgamadhab are ceremonially moved from
Narayani temple. This Durga Madhab worship also
shows conjugal bliss of the Lord Jagannatha.

Chandana Yatra or the festival of application of
sandalwood paste performed during April-May
signifies the conjugal bliss of Jagannatha. During
acute summer when scorching heat of sun and the
unbearable scorching hot wind piercing and pinching
the body, the Lords in Srimandir get the cooling
treatment by application of sandalwood paste and
jalakrida (water sports). It spreads over 42 days from
Aksay Trutiya (the 3rd day of the bright fortnight). The
first 21 days is regarded as Baharchandana. Madan
Mohan, the representative god of Jagannatha, Rama
and Krishna, representing Balaram, Sridevi and
Bhudeviand 5 Sivas i.e. Sri Lokanatha, Sri Yamesvara,
Sri Markandesvara and Sri Kapalmochan are taken in
procession from Srimandir to Narendra tank. On the
way, the deities are worshipped by different
Mathasand offerings are made. At the chandana
mandap the deities enjoy water sports in the specially
arranged vats of sandal water. After chandana bath
they go round the tank in boats - Madana Mohan,
Sridevi and Bhudevi in one boat and Rama, Krishna
and 5 Sivas in other boat. They move round the tank
twice in a day - one before the chandana bath and
another after chandana bath. After completion of
Bahar (Outer) chandanayatra, the Vitar (inner)
chandanayatra also continues for 21 days more. On

N




Utkal

agR cdlae Gauraba

Wel,
« 2 & fare ™

four days Madan Mohan and Sridevi are taken to tab
like structure inside the temple and there they play
water sports.

It is believed that Maa Laksmi cooks meals for
Jagannatha in the kitchen. Every day before food is
cooked blessing of Maa Laksmi is invoked by the
servitor. The Skand Puran also says that not only
Laksmi cooks food but also she serves personally to
Jagannatha. That proves intimate relationship
between Jagannatha and his consort Laksmt.

The, trinity i.e. Shree Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra and
Shree Jagannatha enjoy the physical grand bath on
Snanpurnimaday and thereafter the deities are
concealed from public view for a fortnight. The
period is called Anabasara or Anasara. After fifteen
days three deities travel to Gundicha temple in three
chariots and stay there for 7 days. Since Laksmi was
not taken, she bears grudge against Jagannatha, her
consort. On 5th day from the commencement of car
festival Laksmi secretely goes to Gundicha temple.
Jagannatha without following her to the temple
assures her to return after 3 days. She breaks part of
chariot in anger. After 3 days the trinity comes back to
the temple which is called Bahudayatra. Goddess
Laksmi decked in Patasari and flowers comes to
Chahani mandap. She becomes happy when she gets
a glimpse of the safe return of the chariot of
Jagannatha. She is taken to the chariot of Jagannatha
in a ceremonial procession. Laksmi circumbulates
Jagannatha while sitting on the shoulder of Viman
Badu (a sebak). She offers an Ajnamala which
Jagannatha uses as a loving symbol from his consort.
She returns to ratnasinghas.

On the 12th day of the car festival, after the evening
rituals, the deities return to the temple with victory
trumpet leading to procession. Balabhadra and
-‘Subhadra are taken to Simhasanain gotipahandi.

Jagannatha is left behind. When Jagannatha is taken
into the temple, Lion's gate is closed at the command
of Laksmi. On request he is allowed into the temple
but the door at Jaya Vijaya gate is closed again. Then
interesting drama is enacted between Jagannatha
and his consort Laksmi. Some servitors of Laksmi put
several questions to Jagannatha. His servitors also
respond on behalf of Jagannatha. He is asked why
Laksmi was not taken in the chariot to the Gundicha
temple. It goes on for some time as quarrel occurs
between husband and wife over some
misunderstanding. At last, the supreme Lord of the
universe has to surrender before the love-hate rage
of the universal motherhood for the injustice
imposed on her. Jagannatha offers her beautiful saree
and rasagola. Then the door is opened, Jagannatha
enters into the sanctum - sanctorum. Thereafter
comes the happy union.

All these traditions, rituals and festivals signify
Jagannatha, like human being, is an ideal husband
and thus he is the symbol of conjugal bliss. Men folk
should emulate him.

N




Utkal
Gauraba

agR 6dlae

Wel,
« 2 & fare ™

Utkalamani Gopabandhu Das as
the Protagonist of Social
Modernisation

Satya Narayana Sahu*

The predominant image of

Gopabandhu Das embedded in our

mind and consciousness is that of a

freedom fighter, poet, educationist,

founder of leading Oriya daily the

Samaja, legislator and above all a

selfless and selfeffacing person ever

dedicated to the cause of suffering humanity. The
numerous literature on his epoch making life and
deeds celebrate this enduring image. None less than
Mahatma Gandhi, copiously referring to
Gopabandhu's highminded ideals wrote in 1921 that
if there were 100 such people in the country Swaraj
would be certain within the period of one year. Even
Gopabandhu's extraordinary selflessness manifested
in his decision to survive only on rice and dal after the
non-cooperation movement stunned Mahatma
Gandhi beyond belief. When Gandhiji asked him
"...Whether this poor diet would not affect his health”
Gopabandhu replied “Should we not submit to this
privation for the sake of swaraj?” Mahatma Gandhi in
his article "My Orissa Tour” written in the Navajivan
on 10th April 1921 exclaimed at Gopabandhu's reply
and observed "l was silenced”. It is worth noting that
Mohan Das Karam Chand Gandhi who attained the
exalted status of Mahatma for his service and
sacrifice and for identifying himself with the
humblest of the human beings was never silenced by
a mere answer from any national leader of thattime.
Such extraordinary observations of Mahatma Gandhi
constituted historic tributes to Gopabandhu and
possibly are unparalleled in the annals of our struggle
for independence. Mahatma Gandht after returning

to India from South Africa in 1915 had not given such
stirring remarks even as he met and closely interacted
with towering personalities like Gopal

Krishna Gokhle and Bal Gangadhar Tilak. In fact when
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, the author of the rallying slogan
of our freedom movement “Swaraj is my Birth Right”
came late to a function in 1917 Mahatma Gandhi
noted that such late arrivals would inevitably delay
our Swaraj. The comments of Mahatma on
Gopabandhu and Tilak are not only contrasting but
also revealing and enable us to understand the
stature and standing of Utkalmant at the national
level.

Orissa reverentially commemorate his life of
exceptional service and often cite his hallowed name
as the shining example of a man devoted to wipe out
every tear from every eye of the victims of flood and
famine, they are insufficiently aware of his robust
social vision and modern mind and his role to
modernize society.

We must be mindful of the fact that India in its long
history was repeatedly subjected to foreign invasion
and control not due to its economic deprivation and
poverty but because of the social factors which
restricted our outlook, fostered blinkered approach
to life and narrowed our understanding of society
and universe. While the restlessness of mankind to
reach the shores of India was finding concrete
manifestation in the attempts of Vasco da Gama and
Columbus to explore sea routes to this enchanting
land we in our own country were psychologically
paralyzed by the social taboo and prohibition to
undertake sea voyage. This regressive social custom
combined with the rigidities of caste and religious
dogma constituted the single most important factor
behind the degeneration and decline of India in her
history. The downfall of India in spite of its glorious
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heritage of science and technology can be attributed
to the way education and talent was appropriated by
particular castes for centuries. In a way there was
hundred percent reservation, in diverse fields of life,
on the basis of caste. Swami Vivekananda in one of
his insightful writings observed that the
monopolization of education and intelligence by a
few was responsible for the decline of India. The low
levels of literacy rate in India for thousands of years in
spite of the millennia old  tradition of worshiping
the God and Goddess of learning Ganesh and
Saraswati respectively highlighted the social factors
that retarded the progress of mass education and
resulted in all round backwardness of the nation.
During our freedom struggle it was progressively
realized by our leadership that there is no better way
to change society and nation than educating people,
expanding their abilities and inculcating among
them the values of service, nationalism, sharing,
fellow feeling, compassion and understanding.
Gopabandhu spearheaded a movement for social
modernization through education. It was silent and
unspectacular but had revolutionary implications for
society. His approach remained far above narrow
confines of caste and religion and covered the whole
nation. Itis wellknown that in 1909 he established the
SatyabadiBana Vidyalaya which possibly became the
first ever experiment in our country for conducting
open-air school. Mahatma Gandhi wrote
appreciatively about it when he visited it. A
celebrated educationist of that time Sir Asutosh
Mookerjee understood its significance for the nation
when he wrote “The promoters of this school have set
a laudable example to the country...one cannot but
wish that every village in Bengal should possess a
genuine place of instruction like the Satyabadi
School”. The thoughtful observation highlighted the
nationalistic and universal approach of Gopabandhu
whose ideas are of immense importance for our age.

A thorough study and understanding of
Gopabandhu's life and work help us to understand
that he was a refreshingly modern person. On
16thSeptember 1912 i.e. three years after he
established Satyabadi School he addressed the Puri
District Educational Conference organized at
Satyabadiand said “Education is the well spring of all
national development”. (Siksha samasta jatiya
unnatira muladhar). A man committed to national
development through education was obviously
anguished to see caste based organizations
becoming the nucleus for the spread of education. He
painfully observed that Brahmana Samiti, Karana
Samiti, Kayastha Samiti, etc. were engaged in
extending educational facilities to the members of
their respective castes. He remarked that howsoever
noble the objective of such associations might be
their attempts based on narrow considerations could
not promote the educational advancement of the
nation as a whole. His observations “these
assoclations are communal, not universal’, brought
out the limited approach of these organisations. He
stressed on spread of education among all castes and
communities and  the establishment of Satyabadi
School was a splendid example of his broad minded
approach to education. He carefully analysed the
report concerning spread of education in India and
learnt with a heavy heart that for every five villages of
India there existed only one school. Referring to the
Puri district he said with lot of sadness that in 10, 25
and even 50 villages one hardly heard  of the
pronouncement of the alphabets. He entertained the
doubt that in hundreds of villages of Orissa people
even would not be aware of the basic fact that they
were being ruled by the British authorities. To day we
talk of the division of society in terms haves and have
nots. In 1912 Gopabandhu talked about division of
society in terms of literates and illiterates. He
forcefully argued for a campaign in all villages and
among people of all castes and creed to make them
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understand about the value and utility of education
for them. He favoured for broadening the scope of
the campaign to include in it not only book learning
but also vocational education. For he believed that
excessive reading of books puts heavy burden on
the brain and therefore suggested that public
instruction should give equal emphasis on the use of
hand, feet, ears and eyes to make mind steady, stable
and focused. In 1921 Mahatma Gandhi wrote a book
for school children called Bal Pothi in which he wrote
that household work is education. Elaborating it
further he explained that both boys and girls by
doing house hold work could exercise their hand,
feet, eyes, muscles and brain and grow up as healthy
and balanced human beings. In twenty first century
efforts are being made to make education accessible
forthose who are in the margins of society. Keeping in
mind the special concerns of the people belonging to
the labour class he specifically wanted that they
would be taught about the new methods for using
their skills in local industries.

The all encompassing approach of Gopabandhu
contained the seeds of total literacy campaign. The
current focus at the national level on Sarvasiksha
Abhiyan embodies the vision of Gopabandhu Das
which covered all communities and which
emphasisied on their inherent right to be the
recipients of knowledge and wisdom. The ideal of
fraternity enshrined in our Constitution can only be
realized in full measure only if the objectives set by
Gopabandhu to educate every citizen of the country
are realized in practice. It is only by effective and
quality public instruction that we can put an end to
divisions caused by caste, religion and community
and promote social solidarity, national unity and
integration. Any attempt to ensure equality of
opportunity for the spread of education would be a
powerful step for social modernization. After all the
essence of social modernization demands that

people must nurture an open mind free from the
fetters of narrow identities, stretch their arms to
embrace new ideas and be governed by the ideals
and practice of liberty, equality and fraternity. The
historic efforts of Gopabandhu Das in the early part of
the twentieth century to spread education among
people cutting across contrived barriers of caste and
creed constituted a rarest of rare instance of a leader
so passionately dedicated to the spread of education
in the face of countless difficulties and hindrances
caused by foreign rule.

In twenty first century eminent educationists are
referring to the Education Code of Japan
promulgated in 1872. Prof. Amartya Sen referred to it
to trace the root of development of Japan. It is
instructive to know that Gopabandhu in his speech at
the Purt District Education Conference in 1912 had
referred to the Education Code of Japan and said that
it laid the foundation of its development. He then
asked “When would our so called benevolent
Government announce such a code for us?” That
stirring question represented the agitation of his
mind and his restlessness for liberating the people of
India from the fetters of ignorance which paralyzed
their mental faculties and crushed their spirit even as
they struggled to physically survive. It also meant that
had Gopabandhu's desire to have a Education Code
been implemented, Orissa and indeed the whole of
India would have had the indices of development no
less significant than that of Japan.

Gopabandhu was also deeply influenced by
developments in the field of education in other parts
of the country and wrote about them to inform and
inspire people to follow those examples. In 1916 he
lamented that the British Government did not pay
heed to the pronouncements of Gokhle for the
spread of primary education on the ground that
those were impossible to implement. However,
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Gopabandhu happily cited the example of Baroda
State where the impossible was made possible. He
proudly mentioned the campaign launched in
Mysore for spread of mass education. Giving the
shining example of Travancore State, he outlined the
noteworthy features such as the establishment of a
schoolin every three square mile, enrolment of half of
the eligible boys and girls in the school and even the
registration of all the students in the school of a
particular Taluk. By citing those examples
Gopabandhu tried to mobilize people and public
opinion in Orissa to show similar results. To motivate
people to pursue education he used to explode the
popular myth that education was a luxury for them.
He argued that education is indispensable whether it
is primary, secondary or higher education. He then
stated that what we can achieve through education
cannot be achieved by attaining excellence in the
fleld of cricket and football. The role models for our
youth today are e the cricketers and accomplished
sports persons who are being deified for their success
irrespective of their worth as human beings. Today
when values are being disintegrated in wild pursuit of
hedonism the remarks of Utkalamani Gopabandhu
Das stirs our conscience to reevaluate our approach
for nurturing our younger generation and inculcating
in them the ideals and standards of a conscientious
citizen.

A sensitive and caring person he had the ambition to
refine the administrative machinery by educating
people. Today when alarming levels of corruption
have affected the administrative machinery and
made it unresponsive to the needs of people and
society we need to hark back to ideas of Gopabandhu
Das to search for solutions to the problems besetting
the governance. It is, thus, evident that he wanted to
achieve a larger goal through education- a goal
which went beyond removal of ignorance of people,
augmenting their earning capabilities, empowering

them and covered in its scope the enrichment and
rejuvenation of life.

Modernization of society is much more long drawn
out and arduous than the modernization of industry
and economy. Modernization of society involves
dealing with subtle aspects such as mind and attitude
of the people as compared to the modernization of
economy and industry which can be achieved by
introducing new machines or the new methods of
production. It essentially means evolution of new
consciousness in tune with liberal values, cultivation
of humanism at the comprehensive levels of
individual and society and tolerating the views and
faiths of others. Gopabandhu was conscious of the
fact that spread of education is the surest way to
realize the goal.

He was aware that primary and secondary education
by itself would not be sufficient unless accompanied
by higher education and research. After all the
college and university teaching combined with
technical and engineering education provide access
to higher levels of knowledge and enable the
recipients of such education to be well abreast of the
latest trends and developments of academic
endeavour at the national and international level. He,
therefore, demanded the establishment of an
Engineering School in Cuttack and due to his untiring
efforts his demand was fulfilled. He thus became a
pioneer of the movement for the introduction of
modern and technical education in Orissa.

Gopabandhu Das fought with a crusading zeal for
introduction of higher education in Orissa. It is a
historic coincidence that the resolution demanding a
separate State of Orissa and the resolution for a
separate University for the State were introduced at
the meeting of the Utkal Sammilani convened in
Paralakhemundi under the leadership of Krishna
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Chandra Gajapatt during 26th and 27th December
1914. It is indeed enlightening to note that the
moving spirit behind the resolution for a separate
university was none other than Gopabandhu Das. The
year 2006 is the 150th anniversary of the
establishment of the modern universities in India. The
cities of Chennai, Kolkata and Mumbai had the
distinction of leading the country in this respect. It is
important to recall that Gopabandhu Das started a
movement for the establishment of a modern
university for Orissa. The country knows him as the
founder of several trend setting institutions including
the Satyabadi Vana Vidyalaya. Emphasising on
primary and secondary education and combining it
with the demand for a University for Orissa he
emerged as a mighty force for an educational
renaissance of the State. The way he went about
achieving it was fascinating and revealed his efforts
for digging out facts concerning establishment of the
universities in Europe and cogently making a similar
case for Orissa. Only a few days after the Samaja was
established Le. in October 1919, he wrote a piece
forcefully pleading the cause of a University for the
State and sensitizing people and seeking their active
support in achieving it in practice. He cited the
Government decision to establish a University in
Nagpur and Dhaka even though there was only one
college in each of those places. Unearthing
information from the pages of history he understood
that many European countries had the distinguished
record of founding universities for spreading higher
education in spite of the fact that only one college
existed there. He was perplexed as to why the case
of Cuttack would be ignored when cities like Nagpur
and Dhaka were being favourably considered for
opening Universities there. He marshaled facts from
the report of the Patna University Committee and the
observations of Lt. Governor of the Bihar Province,
Lord Gait to the effect that a University at Cuttack was
being considered. When it was argued that Cuttack

would get a University only after two or three
colleges were established there Gopabandhu asked
the question through the columns of the Samaj
"What is the necessity of waiting for the setting up of
two more colleges when there were precedents in
India and abroad of having a University to cater to
need of a single college?” The dream of Gopabandhu
Das has come true after more than eight decades. The
Ravenshaw College has been conferred with the
status of a Unitary University and a new chapter has
been created in the history of educational
development of Orissa. The present generation
gratefully acknowledges the role played by
Gopabandhu Das as the progenitor of this historic
movement.

Gopabandhu disagreed with the proposition that by
promoting higher education we might cut down on
resources for educating the masses. He wrote about
it in the Samaj on 8th November 1919. Noting the
concerns expressed in some quarters that
investments in establishing Universities might
deplete the funds for the cause of primary education
he however forcefully stressed on making higher
education available to more and more people
regardless of the hindrances on the way in the form of
insufficient resources. One is struck by the boldness
of his approach when one traces in his Rachanabali
(first volume of his writings) his daring suggestion
that Oriya students should be sent abroad for getting
more modern and advanced education in the foreign
soil. The land of Orissa described by Mahatma Gandht
as the land of sorrows and tears had hardly any funds
for promoting primary education let alone sending
students overseas for getting themselves enrolled in
the institutions of higher learning and research. The
fact that Gopabandhu had that courageous vision
spoke of his undying spirit to reach beyond the
frontiers of the country and explore the vistas of
knowledge and scholarship for changing the destiny
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of our society and nation. To materialize that bold
idea he suggested that an Education Fund (Siksha
Panthi) be set up to finance the students for their
studies in foreign countries. He then referred to the
existence of such a fund in Ganjam, exhorted people
to replicate it in other areas and use it for the
promotion of education for dispelling ignorance,
reaching out to the new frontiers of knowledge in
India and abroad, building human resources and
changing society. His desire to overcome all barriers
including financial for the cause of education
represented the triumph of spirit over material
deficiencies. Let us be inspired by Utkalmani's
wisdom to  carry forward the noble mission of
spreading the light of knowledge and learning,
uplifting people from the depths of ignorance and
providing them access to the higher levels of
education.

Utkalmani Gopabandhu was an avid worshipper of
the ancient ideals of India based on our composite
culture, rich literary tradition and spiritual ethos. He
wanted those ideals to be integral part of our national
curricula of education for developing the mental
faculties of the students and ensuring the wholesome
growth of their personalities. It may be clarified here
that social modernization does not mean the
rejection of all that is part of our tradition and which
has contributed to the cultural refinement of our
people in spite of their lack of exposure to formal
education. The process of social modernization
depends as much on imbibing the modern values as
on harnessing the ancient wisdom which
philosophically understood the unity of life and the
oneness of diverse approaches to truth. Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Das in an essay (written in 6th volume
of Satyabadi) evocative of the grand alliance of the
ancient and modern vision accorded priority to our
spiritual and civilisational heritage and at the same
time underlined the imperative need to learn English

language, modern science and western literature. The
blend of both the modern and the ancient in the
architecture of his education and his ability to
assimilate  ideas being generated by the vibrant
intellectual traditions elsewhere in the world, made
him one of the forwarding looking leaders who learnt
from his times, added value to the secured wisdom
and broke new grounds in transmitting them to the
wider society. Two examples of institutionalization of
his vision will validate the point. While the
establishment of a Sanskrit toll in Puri owed to the
untiring efforts of Gopabandhu and brought out his
passion for advancing the learning of this ancient
language the setting up of the Engineering School at
Cuttack outlined his modern mindset to embrace the
science and technical education. Understanding
Sanskrit enables us to understand the modern
language. It was Mahatma Gandhi who had said on
17th March 1940 that study of Sanskrit is an aid to the
study of modern languages. In twenty- first century
more studies conducted by linguists reveal that the
Sanskrit language is more computer friendly than any
other language. Utkalamani Gopabandhu's
exhortations not to reject English language, medical
education and western literature testified to his
modern approach. His liberal and integrated vision
fascinates the twenty first century mind and prompts
us to recapture that spirit which evolved in the trying
circumstances of colonial modernity imposed by the
foreignrulers.

No discussion of social modernization through
education would be complete without referring to
the efforts to educate women and providing them
their legitimate space to be the leaders and architects
of a massive movement for educating the whole
soclety and nation. It goes without saying that
education of women cuts deep into society. In fact
graded inequality ingrained in the caste system and
extremely low status enjoyed by women in our
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society were primarily responsible for the
degeneration of India down the ages. What was true
of India was true of the rest of the world. No
revolution including the American revolution and the
French revolution accorded the equal rights to
women. John Adams was a key member of the
Constituent Assembly of the USA who went on to
become the President of that country. He played an
important role in drafting the American Declaration
of Independence which proclaimed that all men are
created equal. His wife wrote a letter to him appealing
to incorporate the rights of women in the American
Constitution. But it was not heeded to. The
proclaimed ideals of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity
which remained at the heart of the French Revolution
were guaranteed by the fundamental law of the land
only to the male component of the population and
the non-slaves. The French Philosopher Jean Jacque
Rousseau whose seminal ideas provided the
intellectual basis to the mighty French revolution
declared that ignorance was entirely beneficial to
women. Against this backdrop what was done by
Mahatma Gandhi and Gopabandhu Das was nothing
less than epoch making and the relevance of which is
more than that of the great revolutions and
movements of history for unchaining women from
the bondages through education and expanding
opportunities for them so that they played their due
role in shaping the destiny of the nation. In the later
part of the twentieth century it was declared that if
development is not engendered it would be
endangered. One can take liberty and modify it to say
that if spread of education is not engendered it would
be endangered. That was what Gopabandhu Das did
when in his sociologically significant article on “Nari
Siksha” (Education of Women) written on 6th
December 1919 he commented, “If girls are not
educated there would not be any improvement of the
education of the country”. The fact that Gopabandhu
Das was taking up the women's education at a time

when he was fighting both for India's independence
and the separate State for Orissa on the basis of
language make his contributions more noteworthy. A
cursory glance of that article makes us understand
the sociologist in Gopabandhu Das explaining the
sociological roots of educational backwardness of
women. He outlined the social factors that prevented
women to pursue education and condemned them to
the depths of ignorance and illiteracy. He asked the
question "How would education among women
improve?” “Stri Siksha Brudht Paiba Kipari"? He said
that our social tradition did not encourage women to
go to school. He then asked as to how a family would
take interest in the education of the girl child when it
knows that she would leave the family on attaining
adulthood. He then explained that the social tradition
enjoining the women to exclusively take up the
responsibility of the household work came on the
way of their educational advancement. Gopabandhu
deserves to be hailed as a feminist for his perceptive
analysis of the root cause of illiteracy among women.
Attack on such social traditions constituted
important steps for the emancipation of women.
After all modernization of society could be best
promoted only when women are given equal
opportunities in the field of education. Today we
clamour for gender equality and make
empowerment of women the central plank for
progress and development. At the core of such efforts
remain the equal treatment of women and
application of same standards for them as is being
done for men. One is reminded of the question of
Gopabnadhu to his well wishers when they
repeatedly pursued him to get married again after his
wife's unfortunate and untimely death. Gopabandhu
sharply asked, “Would you have asked my wife for
remarriage if | had breathed my last?” The question of
Gopabandhu silenced them. But his profound
question contained in it the more revolutionary issue
of equal treatment of women for creating a good
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society. He extended that notion from his personal
life and applied it in the larger context of society for
promotion of education of women.

By attacking caste based approach to promote
education, by taking up the cause of universaliastion
of primary education and promotion of secondary
and higher education, by stressing the importance of
learning English and the other streams of modern
knowledge and instruction imparted through English
language and above all by according importance to
educate women and liberate them from the
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oppressive social tradition, Utkalamanai
Gopabandhu Das became the harbinger of social
modernization in Orissa in the first quarter of the
twentieth century.

* The author is currently serving as a Director in the
Prime Minister's Office and the opinions expressed by
him are his personalviews.
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"Debasnana Purnima"
Tapan Rout

Full moon day

Of Debasnana Purnima
Standing this evening

In the moon light.

So loving to us

In sacred place of Puri
Feeling the eternities of life
Nearer to earth, so bright.

I am mute truly speechless.
When | am perceiving,

amidst whispering of chanting
Jat Jagannath Jai Jagannath
the devotion & happiness.

The reflection In the vast ocean.
Shines like pearls

| am soaked in cool moonlight

As if | am disappearing into heaven.

Act of hopping the Deers

As | drive

Late in the evening

In the marine drive

My spouse hearing screeching of breaks

Deers dancing

Along the street

In cold moon light

Winds are waving her hair

Her hanky bellowed out of the wind

We stood & watched
Took our repose

As if GOD sent emissary
The traffic advanced

At a crawl

Knowing their right

To cross the road

A bird's-eye view to believe the dream
An act of hopping the Deers.

Plot No. 7, Basera Complex,
Dumduma, Khandagiri,
Bhubaneshwar-7510109 M : 9437227929

N




With Best Compliments from:

A-25, Sahi Hospital Road Jangpura Bhogal,
New Delhi-14Mobile : +91-9910492233
Tel : 011-471-00-229
Mail id : info@rkahpl.com




Oriya Cultural & Welfare Association (Regd.)
Registration No. : S-54118 of 2005
BD-11, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058
E-mail : info@ocwa.in , ocwa.regd@gmail.com
Website : www.ocwa.in



